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  4 Rules Committee – 3 - 18- 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  apo log ize  once  2 

aga in  fo r  those  who have  been  wa i t ing  fo r  t he  3 

Ru les  Commi t tee  to  beg in .  4 

 Everybody is  we lcome to  s i t  he re ,  bu t  we  5 

have  seven  members  on  the  Ru les  Commi t tee .   Ca l l  6 

the  ro l l ,  p lease .  7 

 MS.  VOLCATURA:    Leg is la to r  Kope l?  8 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Here .  9 

 MS.  VOLCATURA:    Leg is la to r  Dunne?  10 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Here .  11 

 MS.  VOLCATURA:    Leg is la to r  Wa lker?  12 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Here .  13 

 MS.  VOLCATURA:    Leg is la to r  Ab rahams?  14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     He re .  15 

 MS.  VOLCATURA:    Leg is la to r  Judy  Jacobs?  16 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Yes .  17 

 MS.  VOLCATURA:    Leg is la to r  W ink?  18 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Here .  19 

 MS.  VOLCATURA:    We have  a  qu orum.  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  21 

Gonsa lves .  22 

 MS.  VOLCATURA:    I 'm  sor ry .  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    There  are  two 24 

i t ems.   F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  we  need  to  un- tab le  I t em E-25 
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37 -13,  t he  cont rac t  w i th  Parks  and  Mol loy  2 

Co l l ege.  3 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  un - tab l i ng  - -  a  4 

mo t ion  to  un - tab le?  5 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Mot ion  made  by  6 

Dunne.  7 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    And seconded  by  9 

Wa lker .  10 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  un - tab l i ng  I tem E-11 

37 -13 s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  12 

 (Aye . )  13 

 Any  opposed?  14 

 (Nay . )  15 

 So  we have  four  to  th ree  to  un - tab le .  16 

 Here  we are .   Th is  i s  a  cont rac t  w i th  17 

Parks  and Mo l loy  Co l lege .   And  I  know tha t  t he re  18 

a re  seve ra l  peop le  here  wa i t i ng  he re  to  ta l k  to  19 

us  and  answer  the  ques t ions  tha t  were  d i rec ted  to  20 

us  ear l i e r ,  and  no t  on ly  today  bu t  i n  the  21 

p rev ious  sess ion .  22 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  pub l i c  23 

comment  f rom the  March  18 ,  2013,  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  24 

pe r ta in ing  to  C lerk  I t em E-37 -13 . )  25 
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 A t  t h i s  t ime  we  w i l l  have 30  m inutes  o f  2 

pub l ic  comment .   And  as  I  sa id  ear l i e r ,  i f  you  3 

w ish  to  speak on  an  i t em tha t  w i l l  be  taken  up  on  4 

Ru les ,  you  may speak  on  i t  du r ing  the  pub l i c  5 

comment ,  bu t  remember  tha t  i t  w i l l  be  6 

i nco rpora ted  in to  the  Ru les  Commi t tee .  7 

 W i thou t  any  fu r the r  ad ieu ,  t he  f i r s t  8 

speaker  today  i s  Geo f f rey  Pr ime.   Good  a f te rnoon ,  9 

Mr .  Pr ime.  10 

 MR.  PRIME:    Good a f te rnoon,  P res id ing  11 

O f f i ce r .   My  name is  Geo f f rey  Pr ime.   I 'm 12 

Cha i rman  o f  t he  Board  o f  T rus tees  a t  Nassau  13 

Commun i t y  Co l lege.   I  f i r s t  want  to  thank  y ou a l l  14 

fo r  your  t i r e less  e f fo r t s  and  the  t remendou s  job  15 

tha t  you  a l l  do  fo r  Nassau  County .  16 

 I  s tand be fo re  you  as  cha i rman  regard ing  17 

I t em E-37-13 -PK-R o f  t he  Ru le s  Commi t tee .   T h i s  18 

i s  t he  p roposed  ag reemen t  be tween the  Count y  and  19 

Mo l loy  Co l lege about  the  M i t che l  F ie ld  p rop er t y .   20 

I  jus t  wan t  to  f i r s t  emphas ize  tha t  my  conc ern  21 

he re  i s  how th i s  p roposa l  w i l l  a f fec t  the  q ua l i t y  22 

o f  t he  s tuden t  l i f e  fo r  the  s tuden ts  a t  Nas sau  23 

Commun i t y  Co l lege.  24 

 I t  i s  my  unders tand ing  tha t  t here  is  25 
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cu r ren t l y  an  ag reement  be tween  Nassau Commu n i t y  2 

Co l l ege and the  Coun ty  where in  the  Co l lege has  3 

use o f  M i t che l  F ie ld  p roper ty  fo r  a  ce r ta in  4 

amount  o f  t ime dur ing  the  academic  yea r .   W hat  we 5 

wou ld  l i ke  to  know go ing  fo rward  i s  what  th e  6 

e f fec t ,  i f  any ,  o f  t he  p roposed ag reemen t  w i th  7 

Mo l loy  Co l lege wou ld  have on  Nassau Communi t y  8 

Co l l ege s tudents  and /o r  use  o f  M i t che l  F ie l d .   My 9 

on ly  goa l  he re  i s  to  make su re  tha t  the  in t e res ts  10 

o f  Nassau Commun i t y  Co l l ege a re  preserved a nd to  11 

ensu re  tha t  we a re  par t  o f  t he  conversa t ion  go ing  12 

fo rward .  13 

 Acco rd ing l y ,  I  respec t fu l l y ,  very  14 

respec t fu l l y ,  ask  tha t  t h i s  ma t te r  be  tab le d ,  a t  15 

such  t ime tha t  i t ' s  approp r ia te ,  so  tha t  th e  fu l l  16 

unders tand ing  o f  a l l  t he  parameters  o f  t he  17 

p roposed  agreement  and  i t s  e f fec t  on  Nassau  18 

Commun i t y  Co l lege can be  unders tood.  19 

 I  thank  you a l l  fo r  your  t ime .  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  21 

P r ime.  22 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Jus t  i f  I  may 23 

respec t .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Who i s  I?  25 
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 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Leg is la to r  So lages .  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   Leg is la to r  3 

So lages .  4 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Mr .  Pr ime,  I  j us t  5 

wanted  to  thank  you ve ry  much  fo r  your  serv i ce  6 

and your  l eadersh ip  w i th  the  Communi ty  Co l l ege .   7 

And I  thank  you  fo r  coming  down he re  today .   8 

Thank you,  Mayor .  9 

 MR.  PRIME:    Thank ,  Leg is la to r .   I  10 

apprec ia te  i t .  11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Nex t  speaker ,  12 

Joanne  Borden .  13 

 MS.  BORDEN:    Good  a f te rnoon .  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good a f te rnoon ,  15 

Joanne .  16 

 MS.  BORDEN:    Th is  pas t  November  I  17 

a t tended  a  se rv i ce  fo r  t ransgender  peop le  k i l l ed  18 

by  v io lence and  su ic ide .   Those who d ied  we re  19 

young peop le ,  some b ru ta l l y  beaten  to  death .   20 

I t ' s  necessa ry  fo r  us  to  take  the  f i rs t  s te p  to  21 

a f f i rm  bea t ing  and  k i l l i ng  i s  i l l ega l  and th us  22 

wrong.   Taun t ing  and  d r i v ing  k ids  to  su i c id e  i s  23 

wrong.    24 

 I  be l i eve  eve ry  ju r i sd ic t i on  a t  every  25 
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leve l ,  l oca l ,  s ta te ,  f edera l ,  needs laws  wh ich  2 

repeat  i t  i s  wrong .   Laws se t  a  mora l  s tage .   3 

Laws  a f f i rm wha t  i t  r i gh t  and  wrong.   The c ry  4 

j us t i ce  can ' t  be  repea ted too  o f ten  and sho u ld  5 

s ta r t  he re  and now.  6 

 What  i s  wrong  w i th  th i s  leg i s la tu re?   The 7 

en t i re  met ropo l i tan  area ,  ove r  22  mi l l ion  p eop le  8 

su r round ing  us  have gender  r i gh ts  laws ,  and  we  9 

don ' t .  10 

 We ' re  a l so  the  l as t  ho ldou t  where  11 

d i sc r im ina t i on  runs  f ree .   I t  i s  t ime;  i n  f ac t  i t  12 

i s  ove rdue  to  denounce  d isc r im ina t ion  as  i l l ega l ,  13 

wrong,  and  immora l .  14 

 Here  and  eve rywhere ,  I ' ve  quo ted  med ica l  15 

au thor i t ies  tha t  say  gender  i den t i f y ,  16 

t ransgender i sm,  i s  a  b io log i ca l  cond i t ion  17 

o r ig ina t ing  congen i ta l l y .   We  are  bo rn  th is  way.   18 

Fo r  decades the  exper t s ,  t h rough  research ,  have 19 

rea f f i rmed  t ransgender ism is  l i ke  le f t -20 

handedness .    21 

 I n  Queens and  Su f fo l k  we  a re  p ro tec ted  22 

f rom d iscr im ina t ion ,  bu t  as  soon  as  we  c ros s  tha t  23 

l i ne  i n to  Nassau  County ,  we ' re  exposed  to  ha rm 24 

f rom d iscr im ina t ion .   Madame Pres id ing  O f f i cer  25 
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and a l l  leg i s la to rs ,  j o in  me  in  p roud ly  a f f i rm ing  2 

Nassau  i s  a l so  the  l and o f  t he  f ree  and the  home 3 

o f  t he  b rave ,  a  land  where  eve ryone is  equa l .   4 

Don ' t  mere ly  p ledge jus t ice  fo r  a l l ,  l i ve  i t .  5 

 F ree  t ransgender  peop le  f rom the  wors t  6 

pa r t  o f  d i sc r im ina t i on ,  fear ;  fear  o f  be ing  f i red  7 

f rom your  job ,  re fused  an  apar tmen t ,  o r  o th e r  8 

impor tan t  l i f e  aspec ts .   B r ing  the  gender  l aw to  9 

the  f l oo r  and  pass  i t .    10 

 Doesn ' t  Nassau have enough  to  do  w i thout  11 

me  consuming  you r  t ime  eve ry  mon th?  Pass  t he  12 

gender  c la r i f i ca t i on  amendment ;  i t ' s  t he  r i gh t  13 

th ing  to  do ,  and  the  r igh t  t h ing  shou ld  nev e r ,  14 

neve r  be  po l i t i c ized .   Even God wants  you t o  l ove  15 

your  ne ighbor  as  you rse l f .   Pass  the  l aw .  16 

 Thank you fo r  l i s ten ing .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  18 

Joanne .  19 

 Fa ruque Amin .  20 

 MR.  AMIN:    Good  a f te rnoon .    21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  a f te rnoon .  22 

 MR.  AMIN:    My t i t le  i s  - -  I 'm  a  s tudent  23 

t rus tee  a t  Nassau Commun i t y  Co l l ege.   And a s  Mr .  24 

P r ime has  spoken ,  I 'm ac tua l l y  speak ing  reg a rd ing  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  11 Rules Committee – 3 - 18- 13 

the  same mat te r ,  regard ing  the  M i t che l  F ie l d .  2 

 My  g rave  concern  regard ing  wha t ' s  go ing  3 

to  ge t  vo ted  on  today  is  t ha t  I  had no  know ledge  4 

on  any  o f  th i s  i n fo rma t ion ,  as  a  s tudent  le ader  5 

and a l so  as  a  t rus tee .   Ne i the r  - -  as  fa r  as  my 6 

unders tand ing ,  I  have spoken  to  a  coup le  o f  o the r  7 

t rus tees ,  ne i the r  do  have any  know ledge o f  t h i s  8 

dea l  o r  th is  ru l ing  tha t ' s  go ing  to  take  p l ace  9 

th is  a f te rnoon.  10 

 I  have  handed  ou t  the  le t te r  t ha t  I  have  11 

wro te .   What  I  am reques t ing  - -  I 'm no t  ask i ng  12 

wh ich  s ide  you shou ld  vo te  on .   I  am k ind ly  13 

ask ing  fo r  you to  g i ve  us  the  oppor tun i t y  a s  a  14 

co l l ege,  as  a  board ,  and  a lso  the  s tuden t  m embers  15 

and s tuden t  l eaders ,  t o  have  us  take  a  l ook  a t  i t  16 

to  see  wha t ' s  go ing  on .  17 

 We were  in fo rmed  o f  th is  s i t ua t i on ,  18 

i nc lud ing  ou r  s tuden t  gove rnment  p res ident ,  Logan 19 

Kenya,  as  I  had  ment ioned,  on  Sa tu rday .   We  have  20 

spoken  cons tan t l y  over  the  phone  w i th  the  o the r  21 

t rus tees  and  o ther  s tudent  l eaders ,  pa rents ,  and  22 

a l so  teams  he re  a t  Nassau,  and  we a l l  fee l  t ha t  23 

th is  shou ld  be  tab led  un t i l  we  look  in to  th i s  24 

fu r the r  and f ind  ou t  wha t  i s  rea l l y  go ing  o n  and  25 
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what  i s  happen ing .   We wou ld  l i ke  some 2 

i n fo rmat ion .   And we  jus t  ask  fo r  t ime .  3 

 I  wou ld  l i ke  to  thank  you ve ry  much fo r  4 

l i s ten ing .   And  p lease  do  cons ider  tab l i ng  th i s  5 

mo t ion  so  we  can  fu r ther  l ook  in to  th i s .  6 

 Thank you.  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  8 

Jacobs .  9 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Yes .   H i .   Excuse  10 

me .   I  wan ted  to  thank  you ,  number  one ,  fo r  11 

coming  down.   You have  to  unders tand ,  we  d i d  12 

tab le  th is  mo t ion  the  las t  t ime we  met ,  bec ause 13 

we ,  too ,  had  ques t ions  and  the re  a re  s t i l l  14 

ques t ions  ou t  t here ,  i n  my  m ind anyway ,  leg a l  15 

ques t ions  as  to  the  who le  s i t ua t ion  in  f ron t  o f  16 

us .   So we  have  ques t ions  a l so .   17 

 I t ' s  no t  necessa r i l y  - -  i t ' s  up  to  the  18 

p res id ing  o f f i ce r  i f  t h i s  i s  go ing  to  be  up  fo r  a  19 

vo te  today .   I t ' s  s t i l l  tab le d .   So i t  doesn ' t  20 

mean  i f  you  don ' t  hear  anybody  ta l k ing  abou t  i t  21 

tha t  i t  passed.   I t  may no t  even  come up  i f  i t ' s  22 

no t  un - tab led .   Do  you  know what  I 'm  say ing?   23 

I t ' s  a l ready  tab led .   I t ' s  on l y  the  Ru les  24 

Commi t tee  tha t  vo tes  on  th is ,  and th is  i s  no t  the  25 
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Ru les  Commi t tee .   Th is  i s  the  Fu l l  Leg .   A l though 2 

your  comments  w i l l  be  made  pa r t  o f  t he  Ru le s  3 

Commi t tee .  4 

 MR.  AMIN:    R igh t .  5 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    So i f  i t ' s  no t  un -6 

tab led ,  then  i t ' s  a  moot  po in t  un t i l  we ge t  more  7 

i n fo rmat ion ,  wh ich  o f  course  then i t  wou ld  b e  8 

read i l y  shared w i th  everybody  anyway .  9 

 MR.  AMIN:    Wel l ,  as  a  s tuden t  t rus tee ,  I  10 

th ink  one o f  the  g rea t  t h ings ,  as  I  learn  a nd 11 

exper ience  th roughou t  my  days .   One o f  t he  th ings  12 

tha t  I  l ea rned i s  tha t  we shou ldn ’ t  be  mak i ng  a  13 

dec i s ion  on  someth ing  tha t  we  don ' t  have  fac ts  14 

on .    15 

 I  pe rsona l ly  fee l  i f  i t  i s  a l ready  tab led  16 

a t  t h i s  po in t ,  my unders tand ing  is  t he re  wa s  a  17 

vo te  tha t ' s  go ing  to  be  tak ing  p lace  by  the  18 

ru l i ng  commi t tee .   And  the  reason why I 'm 19 

speak ing  r igh t  now i s  fo r  the  ru l i ng  commi t t ee  to  20 

unders tand  tha t  as  a  s tudent  I 'm  concerned,  a l so  21 

as  a  t rus tee  I 'm  concerned  tha t  no th ing  has  come 22 

ac ross .    23 

 I  s i t  on  the  f i nance  commi t tee  a t  the  24 

Co l l ege.   Norma l ly  th i s  k ind  o f  in fo rmat ion  o f  25 
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th is  magn i tude wou ld  go  th rough the  f i nance  2 

commi t tee .   And  I  haven ' t  hea rd  any th ing ,  a nd 3 

tha t ' s  t he  reason,  you  know,  I 'm  here  today  fo r  4 

the  ru l i ng  commi t tee ,  on  beha l f  o f  t he  s tud ents ,  5 

the  leaders ,  and  the  t rus tee .  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Ac tua l l y ,  l e t  me 7 

te l l  you  a  coup le  o f  t h ings .  8 

 Number  one ,  you ' re  abso lu te l y  r i gh t ,  9 

everyone  shou ld  know wha t  they ' re  vo t i ng  on  10 

whenever  they  vo te  on  any th ing .   To ta l l y  - -  11 

abso lu te ly ,  we a re  i n  ag reeme n t .  12 

 Second ly ,  th i s  norma l l y  wou ld  no t  even  13 

come to  the  co l l ege because th is  i s  no t  a  14 

mone ta ry  o r  f inanc ia l  s i tua t i on  w i th  the  Co l lege .   15 

You have  peop le  up  here  who a re  ve ry  good f r iends  16 

o f  t he  Co l lege and  rea l l y  cons ider  i t  a  jew e l  in  17 

th is  County .   So  we ' re  on l y  go ing  to  wan t  to  do  18 

what  w i l l  be  good fo r  everybody invo lved ,  w hethe r  19 

i t ' s  Mo l loy  o r  cer ta in ly  i t  be ing  Nassau  20 

Commun i t y  Co l lege.   So  I  t h ink  you  can  res t  21 

assu red tha t  no  one up  here  i s  go ing  to  vo t e  on  22 

someth ing  - -  I  wou ld  hope eve ryone  wou ld  no t  vo te  23 

fo r  any th ing  tha t  they  fee l  i n  any  way  wou l d  be  24 

de t r imen ta l .  25 
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 We a re  s t i l l  see ing .   We a re  s t i l l  2 

l i s ten ing .   We a re  happy  you  came down to  t a lk  to  3 

us .   And  le t ' s  see  wha t  happens la te r .  4 

 MR.  AMIN:   I  jus t  want  to  - -  I  don ' t  5 

th ink  th is  po in t  rea l l y ,  as  I  ment ioned in  the  6 

l e t te r  - -  one o f  t he  th ings  t ha t  I  wan ted to  a lso  7 

come across  i s  s tudent  governmen t  a t  Nassau  8 

Commun i t y  Co l lege funds  the  teams and the  9 

p rog rams ,  the  spor ts  teams  tha t  we  have the re .   10 

As  I  men t ioned,  w i th  our  l as t  aud i t ,  we fund  them 11 

w i th  about  $1 .1  mi l l ion  fo r  a l l  the  prog ram s  and  12 

want  no t .    13 

 And I  can  assure  you ,  f rom my  14 

unders tand ing ,  obv ious ly  I  can  be  wrong.   O nce  15 

aga in ,  I 'm  a l so  look ing  fu r the r  in to  i t  and  I  16 

need  t ime.   D isp lac ing  and  a l so  re loca t i on ,  l i ke ,  17 

to  E isenhower  w i l l  cos t  the  teams and the  18 

p rog rams  a  l o t  more  money.   Once  aga in ,  fo r  us  to  19 

- -  a l l  o f  us ,  so  we have  a  be t te r  unders tand ing  -20 

-  and I  unders tand  i t  doesn ' t  have  to  come t o  the  21 

Co l l ege,  as  you  exp la ined,  and  I  unders tand  tha t .   22 

However ,  as  a  concerned s tuden t  and as  a  23 

concerned t rus tee ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  l ook  in t o  tha t  24 

and have  fu r the r  i n fo rma t ion  on  i t ,  as  we l l ,  25 
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myse l f .  2 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  unders tand.  3 

 MR.  AMIN:    Thank you.  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  5 

Fa ruque.  6 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Excuse  me,  Norma.   7 

Wh i le  we ' re  on  th i s  sub jec t ,  can  I  say  some th ing  8 

abou t  tha t?  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Of  cou rse .  10 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    And I  d idn ' t  t ake  11 

the  oppor tun i ty  ea r l ie r .   I  j us t  wan ted to  po in t  12 

ou t  tha t  we had  w i th  us  ea r l i e r  Mr .  Pr ime - -  I 'm  13 

no t  su re  i f  he  gave h i s  appea rance ,  bu t  he  i s ,  as  14 

I 'm su re  you  apprec ia te ,  t he  Cha i rman o f  th e  15 

Nassau  Commun i t y  Co l lege  Board ,  he  i s  a l so  the  16 

mayor  o f  Sou th  F lo ra l  Pa rk ,  and he  i s  a l so  17 

i nvo lved  as  an  a t to rney  in  bus iness .   He  ha s  18 

g i ven up  h is  t ime to  come he re  and  ta l k  to  the  19 

l eg i s la tu re .   Bu t  he  asked  some ques t ions  t ha t  I  20 

don ' t  th ink  were  j us t  rhe tor i ca l .   He ' s  a ls o  21 

wr i t ten  le t te rs  to  the  parks  commiss ione r ,  f o r  22 

wh ich  he  has  no t  go t ten  any  answers  to .   Wh i le  he  23 

i s  here ,  can  we  have  h im come back  up ,  perh aps  24 

re -ask  those  ques t ions ,  and maybe ge t  those  25 
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answers?  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  3 

T ro iano,  we w i l l  have the  members  o f  t he  Pa rks  4 

Depar tment  and those  who  a re  i nvo lved in  th i s  5 

p rocess  he re  to  speak du r ing  the  Ru les  Comm i t tee  6 

and address  those concerns .  7 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    I  under s tand  the re  8 

i s  a  p rocess  and  a  p rocedure  fo r  eve ry th ing .   I  9 

was g i v ing  h i s  appearance to  i nd ica te  how b usy  he  10 

i s .   And  to  ask  h im to  wa i t  un t i l  we  have t he  11 

Ru les  Commi t tee  meet ing  when  he is  here  now ,  and  12 

there  are  o ther  peop le  who  have in fo rmat ion  who 13 

a re  he re  now to  answer ,  maybe  i f  we cou ld  j us t  14 

take  h im out  o f  o rde r .  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The i t em tha t  16 

we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  i s  no t  on  th is  ca lendar ,  i t ' s  17 

on  the  Ru les  Commi t tee .   And  th i s  i s  pub l ic  18 

comment .  19 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    I  unders tand  tha t .  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    And a t  t h i s  t ime ,  21 

I  know Mr .  P r ime  has  l eg i t ima te  ques t ions  a nd I  22 

know tha t  those  who are  go ing  to  answer  tho se 23 

ques t ions  have heard  those  ques t ions ,  and w e  w i l l  24 

ask  them to  address  them dur ing  the  Ru les  25 
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Commi t tee .  2 

 Leg is la to r  Boswor th .  3 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Thank  you .   I ' l l  4 

be  b r ie f .  5 

 I  th ink  th is  i ssue  i s  genera t i ng  many 6 

comments ,  many ques t ions .   As  more  g roups  b ecome 7 

aware  o f  wha t  we ' re  cons ider ing ,  t hey 'd  l i k e  to  8 

we igh  in ,  as  wou ld  I .   I 'm  so  p leased tha t  w e 9 

have  pub l i c  comment  today  because i t  g ives  o ther  10 

l eg i s la to rs  a  chance  jus t  to  say  someth ing  about  11 

the  issue.   And  th is  goes  more  to  the  po in t  o f  I  12 

t ru l y  be l i eve  th is  i s  someth ing  tha t  shou ld  be  13 

heard  by  the  en t i re  leg i s la tu re .   I 'm go ing  to  14 

use th is  oppor tun i ty  to  sugges t  tha t  t h i s  be  15 

someth ing  tha t  ac tua l l y ,  once  i t  goes  th rou gh 16 

Ru les ,  i f  i t  does  go  th rough  Ru les ,  tha t  i t  i s  17 

someth ing  tha t  i s  agenda  fo r  t he  en t i re  18 

l eg i s la tu re  to  op ine  on .  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  wou ld  l i ke  to  20 

l e t  you  know tha t  the  Co l l ege  does  rece ive  our  21 

agendas fo r  t he  commi t tees ,  as  we l l  as  the  22 

ca lendar .   And I  know i t ' s  g i ven  to  the  cou nse l  23 

a t  t he  Co l lege and  to  the  F inance Depar tmen t .   24 

Now,  wha t  they  do  w i th  tha t  i n fo rmat ion ,  I  don ' t  25 
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know.   But  hope fu l l y  i t ' s  d i sseminated  to  t hose 2 

who i t  shou ld  be  d issemina ted  to ,  espec ia l l y  t he  3 

co l l ege board .  4 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    And  I  t hank  you  5 

fo r  tha t  response.   Bu t  I  am request ing  tha t  t h i s  6 

i s  someth ing  tha t  the  en t i re  l eg is la tu re  wo u ld  be  7 

ab le  to  pa r t i c i pa te  in  the  d i scuss ion  o f .  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  w i l l  t ake  i t  9 

under  adv i semen t ,  Jud i .  10 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    I  app rec ia te  i t ,  11 

Norma.  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  13 

Denenberg .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Jus t  t o  the  two 15 

speakers ,  the  s tuden t  speaker  as  we l l  as  the  16 

cha i rman  o f  t he  board .   I ’m thank ing  you  fo r  17 

coming  down here .   18 

 And what  Leg is la to r  Boswor th  j us t  b rough t  19 

up  i s  an  i ssue tha t  I  fee l  ve ry  s t rong ly  ab out ,  20 

bo th  under  the  Char te r  o f  Nassau  County ,  wo u ld  21 

requ i re  a  loca l  law and a  vo te  by  the  Fu l l  22 

Leg is la tu re ,  as  we l l  as  under  a l iena t ion  o f  23 

pa rk land  under  s ta te  l aw  wou ld  requ i re  a  vo te  no t  24 

on ly  by  th is  fu l l  body  bu t  a l so  by  the  s ta t e  25 
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leg i s la tu re .   I 'm go ing  to  be  submi t t i ng  a  memo 2 

f rom Bruce  P ie l ,  who  i s  the  P res iden t  o f  Pa rk  3 

Nassau ,  to  tha t  ex ten t ,  tha t  he  be l i eves  th i s  4 

t ype  o f  a r rangement  i s  a  30  year  l ease  tha t  i s  5 

a l iena t ion  o f  pa rk land .    6 

 And no t  on ly  i t  be  tab led  in  Ru les  7 

because o f  some o f  t he  ques t ions  you  b rough t  up ,  8 

bu t  i t ' s  rea l l y  an  i ssue  as  to  whe ther  you ' re  fo r  9 

i t  o r  aga ins t  i t ,  tha t  t he  p roper  p rocess  sh ou ld  10 

be  fo l lowed.   I  th ink  in  Ru les  Leg is la to r  J acobs  11 

b rough t  up  the  p rocess  aga in  and  aga in  be fo re  i t  12 

was tab led .   And  I  wou ld  j us t  say  i f  i t ' s  g o ing   13 

to  be  un - tab led  today ,  i t  rea l l y  shou ld  go  a f te r  14 

Ru les  to  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  as  we l l  as  in  15 

commi t tees .   We have  a  parks  commi t tee  tha t  16 

shou ld  have heard  such  an  issue.   And tha t  wou ld  17 

g i ve  the  pub l ic  more  o f  an  oppor tun i ty  to  k now 18 

what 's  go ing  on  and more  o f  an  oppor tun i ty  to  be  19 

heard .  20 

 Counse l  fo r  t he  mino r i ty ,  on  beha l f  o f  21 

the  mino r i ty ,  Pe te r  K le in ,  has  wr i t t en  a  le t te r  22 

to  the  a t to rney  genera l ,  as  we l l  as  the  so l i c i to r  23 

genera l ,  seek ing  the i r  op in ion  as  to  whe the r  th i s  24 

ma t te r  i s  an  a l i enat ion  o f  pa rk land and whe the r  25 
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i t  r equ i res  a  vo te  o f  the  Fu l l  Leg .   A  vo te  o f  2 

the  Fu l l  Leg  wou ld  be  requ i red  fo r  any  t ype  o f  3 

l ease ar rangement .   How a  30  yea r  dea l  i s  n o t  a  4 

l ease ar rangement ,  j us t  because we  wan t  to  ca l l  5 

i t  a  use  and  occupancy ,  i s  beyond me becaus e  i t  6 

commi ts  the  coun ty  fo r  30-p lus  yea rs  and  the  7 

coun ty  can ' t  a rb i t ra r i l y  o r  capr ic ious ly  re voke 8 

tha t  use  perm i t ;  t ha t  sounds  l i ke  a  lease,  9 

because tha t ' s  wha t  i t  i s .    10 

 So  my concern  i s  no t  j us t  whe the r  th is  i s  11 

good  o r  bad,  whe ther  we 've  g i ven  eve ryone a n  12 

oppor tun i t y .   Leg is la to r  Jacobs las t  commi t tee ,  13 

be fo re  i t  was  tab led ,  asked abou t  the  proce ss ,  14 

asked i f  t he re  were  any  RFPs .   We ' re  concern ed  15 

abou t  the  process ,  and  we th ink  i t  shou ld  g o  to  16 

Fu l l  Leg is la tu re .   And  I 'm  a l so  go ing  to  su bmi t  17 

tha t  on  beha l f  o f  Pa rk  Nassau .  18 

 Thank you.  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  20 

N ico le l l o .  21 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Jus t ,  I  want  to  22 

respond to  tha t .   I  th ink  the re  is  some 23 

m is in fo rma t ion  be ing  pu t  ou t  t he re .  24 

 Bas ica l l y ,  we  have  a  county  a t to rney 's  25 
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op in ion  tha t  has  been submi t ted  and i t  f o l l ows  a  2 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s  op in ion  f rom the  Suozz i  3 

admin i s t ra t i on  -  ac tua l l y  I  t h ink  i t ' s  t he  same 4 

a t to rney  who  w i l l  be  be fore  us  on  a  ve ry  s i m i la r  5 

i t em - -  tha t  t h i s  i s  no t  a  l ease ,  i t  i s  a  6 

l i cense,  and  by  Char te r  i t  goes  to  the  Ru le s  7 

Commi t tee  and  no t  to  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re .  8 

 So  I  t h ink  we  have  to  re ly  on  what  the  9 

coun ty  a t to rney  is  t e l l i ng  us .   We ' re  fo l low ing  10 

the  process  tha t ' s  se t  f o r th  i n  the  Char te r .   To ,  11 

you know,  p i ck  th i s  ou t  and say  le t ' s  pu t  i t  12 

be fo re  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re ,  i t  makes po l i t i ca l  13 

po in ts  bu t  i t ' s  no t  the  r i gh t  th ing  to  do ,  number  14 

one.   Number  two ,  i t ' s  i ncons is ten t  w i th  wha t ' s  15 

been  done in  the  pas t  when  the  then-mino r i t y  was  16 

in  the  major i t y  and they  ac tua l l y  fo l l owed the  17 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s  op in ion  under  Suozz i .    18 

 So ,  as  I  sa id ,  i t ' s  ve ry  s im i la r  t o  a  19 

p r io r  dea l .   I t ' s  a  ma t te r  t ha t  shou ld  go  t o  the  20 

Ru les  Commi t tee ,  i s  go ing  to  the  Ru les  Commi t tee ,  21 

and w i l l  be  cons idered  the re .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Po in t  o f  o rder ,  23 

to  the  Cha i r .   He was comment ing  on  what  I  sa id .   24 

And as  fo l low  as  -  Leg is la to r  N ico le l l o ,  wha t  I  25 
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sa id  does  go  exac t ly  t o  the  l ega l  po in ts  un der  2 

s ta te  pa rk land a l i enat ion ,  as  we l l  as  ou r  c oun ty  3 

char te r .   And  to  re l y  s imp ly  on  the  op in ion  o f  4 

ou r  coun ty  a t to rney ,  I  t h ink  he ' s  O fo r  sev en.   5 

We re l ied  h im on  the  county  guaran tee  tha t  cos t  6 

the  taxpayers  m i l l ions .   We re l i ed  on  h im 7 

rega rd ing  NIFA.  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    S tay  on  the  i t em.  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t  cos t  mi l l ions .  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  11 

Denenberg ,  s tay  on  the  i tem.  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We l l ,  on  the  13 

i t em,  ou r  county  a t to rney  has  g i ven us  bum 14 

op in ion  a f te r  bum op in ion ,  and  I  rea l l y  wou ldn ' t  15 

be  re l y ing  on  h i s  op in ion  on  s ta te  park land .    16 

 He  wro te  to  the  s ta te  a t to rney  genera l  17 

tha t  our  counse l  can ' t  i nqu i re ,  f rom Er i c  18 

Schne ide rman  as  ou r  a t to rney  genera l ,  fo r  a n  19 

op in ion ,  and  tha t ' s  jus t  ou t r i gh t  wrong aga in .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Po in t  o f  o rde r ,  i f  I  21 

may.   Th is  i s  -  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Th rough the  23 

Cha i r .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     pub l i c  comment ,  30  25 
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m inu tes  fo r  t hem to  speak and  no t  Dave  Dene nberg  2 

to  speak .  3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Ho ld  on .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  th ink  he 's  5 

i n te r rup t i ng .   I  was  respond i ng  to  Leg is la to r  6 

N ico le l l o .  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  8 

Denenberg ,  2009 ,  we had the  same s i tua t i on  w i th  9 

the  ice  bubb le .   Remember  the  bubb le?    The  10 

tenn is  bubb le ,  I 'm  sor ry .   And  aga in ,  Lo rna  11 

Goodman was the  coun ty  a t to rney  and she d id  no t  -12 

-  she ru led  in  favor  o f  the  c ommi t tee .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  you  14 

know wha t?  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Can we  go on?  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  don ' t  see  Lo rna 17 

Goodman he re  - -  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  19 

Denenberg  - -  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    and a  ten  year  21 

l ease on  a  bubb le  is  no t  wha t  we ' re  ta lk ing  22 

abou t .  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  wou ld  l i ke  to  24 

hear  f rom the  res t  o f  the  pub l ic .   Thank  yo u  very  25 
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much .  2 

 MS.  MUNTZ:    I 'm  a  pub l i c  and  I 'm the  3 

l i s t ,  bu t  th i s  i s  ve ry  germane  to  what  you a re  4 

ta lk ing  abou t  r i gh t  now.  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    What  i s  your  6 

name?  7 

 MS.  MUNTZ:    My  name i s  E i leen  Mun tz  -  M-8 

U-N-T-Z.   I 'm  on  the  l i s t .  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    There  are  two 10 

o the r  speakers  be fore  you.  11 

 The nex t  speaker  i s  Fr isenda  F rank ,  i s  12 

i t ?   F rank  F r isenda,  I 'm  sor ry .  13 

  MR.  FRISENDA:    H i .   Good  a f te rnoon .   My 14 

name i s  Frank  F r isenda .   I ’m  jus t  a  low ly  15 

p ro fesso r  a t  Nassau Commun i t y  Co l l ege,  so  I 'm no t  16 

on  the  l i s t  o f  i n fo rma t ion  as  i t  goes  th rou gh the  17 

board  or  t he  admin is t ra t ion  as  to  when  th ing s  18 

happen .  19 

 I  know many o f  you  s i t t i ng  up  there  and I  20 

know your  commi tment  to  Nassau  Communi ty  Co l lege ,  21 

and I  ce r ta in ly  do  apprec ia te  i t ,  we  a l l  22 

apprec ia te  i t .  23 

 On  th i s  pa r t i cu la r  i ssue ,  th i s  i s  the  24 

M i tche l  F ie ld  comp lex ,  I  j us t  want  to  say  t ha t  25 
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the  - -  I 'm  he re  on  beha l f  o f  t he  fu l l - t ime 2 

facu l t y  o f  Nassau Commun i t y  Co l l ege,  t he  ac ademic  3 

center ,  the  Cha i rs  Commi t tee ,  the  NCCFT fu l l - t ime 4 

un ion  represent ing  the  fu l l - t ime  facu l ty  ask ed  me 5 

to  come today  and speak.    6 

 We jus t  heard  abou t  th is  ove r  the  7 

weekend.   And I ' ve  been on  th e  phone  the  who le  8 

weekend speak ing  to  o the r  facu l t y  members ,  o ther  9 

s tuden ts .   I 'm invo lved w i th  many o f  t he  a t h le tes  10 

on  the  campus .   I ' ve  been on  the  Facu l ty -Stu dent  11 

Assoc ia t ion  o f  Nassau Commun i t y  Co l l ege wh i ch  12 

oversees  some o f  t he  f i sca l  po l i c i es  w i th  r ega rd  13 

to  the  a th le t i c  teams.   I  know the re 's  a  lo ng 14 

h i s to ry  be tween  Mi tche l  F ie ld  and the  Count y  and  15 

the  Co l l ege.   And I  jus t  wan t  to  say  tha t  t here  16 

i s  so  mis in fo rma t ion ,  there  i s  so  much  conf us ion ,  17 

and there  are  so  many peop le  a t  Nassau  Commu ni ty  18 

Co l l ege tha t  w i l l  be  a f fec ted  by  th i s  dea l .   19 

Whethe r  i t ' s  a l i enat ion  o f  pa rk land,  o r  a  l ease,  20 

o r  a  l i cense ,  o r  a  use ,  o r  an  unders tand ing ,  you  21 

know,  i t ' s  hear ten ing  to  know and to  see  th a t  you 22 

a l l  ag ree.   But  hav ing  sa id  tha t ,  pe rhaps  a  23 

pub l ic  hea r ing  can  be  schedu l ed  a t  po in t  whe re  24 

a l l  the  a f fec ted  cons t i t uents  can pu t  the i r  two 25 
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cents  in  and  the i r  t h ree  m inu tes .  2 

 Thank you ve ry  much.   3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You ' re  we lcome,  4 

Mr .  Fr isenda .  5 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  6 

cont inua t ion  o f  the  minu tes  o f  t he  March  18 ,  2013 7 

Ru les  Commi t tee  meet ing . )  8 

 MR.  MAY:    We have  Commiss ione r  Foskey  9 

f rom Parks  to  answer  any  ques t ions  on  the  i t em.  10 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Good a f te rnoon.  11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Can you g i ve  us  12 

an  ove rv iew o f  t h i s  cont rac t ,  Commiss ioner ,  13 

p lease?  14 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Yes .  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you.  16 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Somet ime las t  17 

year ,  du r ing  the  summer  o f  2012 we  were  18 

approached  by  Mo l loy  Co l lege  w i th  respec t  t o  the  19 

renova t ion  and rehab  o f  a  f i e ld  loca ted  a t  20 

M i tche l  F ie ld  tha t  we common ly  re fe r  t o  as  F ie ld  21 

B .   In  the  fa l l  o f  t ha t  year ,  Depar tment  o f  22 

Pub l ic  Works  d id  a  workup and  came up w i th  a  fee  23 

tha t  wou ld  cos t  to  renovate  the  f i e ld ;  I  be l ieve  24 

i t s  $1 .3  m i l l ion .   I n  November  i t  went  to  O SPAC 25 
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and December  i t  went  to  P lann ing ,  i t  wen t  tw ice ,  2 

and tha t ' s  how we ended up  he re  today .  3 

 To  address  some o f  t he  i ssues ,  and  I  can  4 

address  them more  than  once.   The f i e ld  5 

a l loca t i on  i s  someth ing  tha t  we do  eve ry  Ja nuary .   6 

We ' re  an t i c ipa t i ng  tha t  th is  f ie ld  w i l l  be  a  tu r f  7 

f i e ld  tha t  w i l l  become ava i l ab le  no t  on l y  t o  the  8 

pub l ic ,  bu t  i t  w i l l  be  made ava i lab le  to  Na ssau 9 

Commun i t y  Co l lege on  a  sha red  bas i s  w i th  Mo l loy .   10 

Mo l loy  w i l l  have  to  a l so  app ly  fo r  a  permi t  each  11 

year  to  use  the  f i e ld ,  and  ou r  f ie ld  a l l oca t ion ,  12 

i nd i v idua l ly ,  what  we no rmal l y  do  is  we look  a t  13 

the  usage tha t ' s  been reques ted  by  Mol loy ,  14 

Nassau ,  and any  o the r  en t i t i es  and  we come up 15 

w i th  a  sha red  use fo r  those f i e lds .   So we ' re  16 

an t i c ipa t i ng  tha t  no th ing ' s  go ing  to  change  fo r  17 

the  Co l l ege.   There  migh t  be  i ns tances  where  we 18 

m igh t  move  Mo l loy  maybe to  E isenhower  o r  we  migh t  19 

move  to  Nassau to  E isenhower  to  accommodate  them.   20 

Bu t  we  a re  no t  an t ic ipa t ing  any  d i s rup t i on  o f  21 

Nassau 's  schedu le  as  a  resu l t  o f  t h i s .  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Commiss ioner ,  23 

there  were  o the r  ques t ions  regard ing  th i s  24 

cont rac t ,  as  to  whethe r  i t ' s  a  l ease  o r  a  25 
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l i cense.  2 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Jane Houdek  f rom 3 

the  Coun ty  A t to rney ' s  Of f i ce  i s  he re  to  add ress  4 

tha t  i ssue .  5 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    Good  a f te rnoon ,  6 

Leg is la to rs .   Jane  Houdek,  Nassau Coun ty  7 

A t to rney 's  O f f i ce .  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  even ing ,  9 

Jane .   I  know i t ' s  l a te .  10 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    I  have  to  be  a  l ec tu re  a t  11 

7 :30  Mass.   We have to  ge t  ou t  o f  he re  by  t hen .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You ' l l  be  ou t .   13 

You ' l l  be  ou t ,  o therw ise  I  have to  b lame -  I  14 

don ' t  know who.  15 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    Pope  F ranc is  won ' t  g ive  me  16 

a  d i spensa t ion  fo r  t ha t  one.  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   Wel l ,  a  18 

l ease?   A  l i cense?  19 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    I t ' s  a  l i cense .   I t ' s  a  20 

revocab le  l i cense because under  New York  St a te  21 

Law you canno t  g ive  somebody  a  rea l  es ta te  22 

i n te res t  i n  park land .  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   I s  tha t  24 

cons is ten t  w i th  what  we 've  done be fo re?  25 
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 MS.  HOUDEK:    Abso lu te ly .   And  i t ' s  2 

cons is ten t  w i th  what  I  d id  in  New York  C i ty  3 

be fo re  I  go t  he re .  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   When we  5 

d id  do  someth ing  l i ke  th is  be fore?  6 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    We 've  done  i t  mu l t ip le  7 

t imes.   We 've  done  i t  fo r  va r ious  tenn is  bu bb les  8 

a t  Cow Meadow,  a t  Chr i s topher  Mor ley .   We 'v e  done 9 

i t  - -  tha t ' s  the  way  our  mar ina  ar rangement s  a re  10 

s t ruc tured .   I t ' s  every  s ing le  th ing  tha t  w e  have 11 

en te red  in to  fo r  t he  county  i s  a  l i cense .   To  the  12 

ex ten t  t ha t  any th ing  i n  the  pas t  had  been 13 

t yp i f i ed  a  l ease ,  i t  was  s imp ly  wrong.  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Now,  cons is ten t  15 

w i th  tha t ,  t he  i ssue  o f  a l iena t ion  o f  pa rk l and  16 

was brough t  up  to  th is  body .  17 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    Any t ime we  work  on  any th ing  18 

l i ke  th i s  in  the  mun ic ipa l  t ransac t i ons  we 19 

consu l t  the  gu idance  p rov ided  by  New York  S ta te  20 

fo r  pa rk land  a l i enat ion .   In  th i s  ins tance,  we  21 

c lea r l y  have  a  s i t ua t i on  i n  wh ich  there  is  no t  an  22 

a l iena t ion  o f  pa rk land .   You  a re  improv ing  an  23 

ex is t i ng  fac i l i t y .   There  is  use  by  the  pub l ic  24 

and tha t  use  is  g rea te r  than  any  p r i va te  us e .   25 
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They  a re  expend ing  money  we l l  beyond  wha t  t he  2 

no rmal  fees  wou ld  be .   I n  fac t ,  they  a re  us i ng  3 

the  fac i l i t y  the  same amount  o f  t ime  they 'v e  used 4 

i t  i n  the  pas t .   We have  peop le  f rom Parks  tha t  5 

can ta lk  abou t  the  spec i f i c  use  and the  t im e  use ,  6 

i f  you 'd  l i ke  to  go  in to  tha t .   Bu t  there 's  no  7 

doub t  in  my m ind  tha t  th is  i s  no t  an  a l i ena t ion  8 

o f  park land.  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   Was  i t  the  10 

op in ion  in  a  p rev ious  s i tua t i on  w i th  the  te nn is  11 

bubb les  - -   12 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    R igh t .  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    as  to  whethe r  o r  14 

no t  tha t  t oo  may  have been  an  a l iena t ion  o f  pa rk?  15 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    I  wro te  tha t  ag reement ,  and 16 

so  I  d idn ' t  w r i t e  an  agreemen t  tha t  a l ienat ed  17 

pa rk land .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   Thank  you  19 

ve ry  much.  20 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    I ' ve  been he re  a  l ong t ime .  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   And  when 22 

tha t  agreemen t  came up  was  i t  approved  by  t he  23 

Ru les  Commi t tee?  24 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    Yes ,  i t  was ,  i n  2009 .  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Now,  I  be l ieve  - -  2 

does  anyone have  any  ques t ions  regard ing  th i s?   3 

Judy .  4 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Not  necessa r i l y  5 

rega rd ing  wha t  you  were  jus t  t a l k ing  about ,  bu t  I  6 

do  have some quest ions  about  th i s .   Le t  me ask  7 

you th is .  8 

 The way I 'm read ing  th is  i s  Mo l l oy  i s  9 

go ing  to  come in  and  they  w i l l  r enovate  th i s  10 

f i e ld  w i th  a  tu r f  f i e ld  fo r  approx imate l y  $ 1 .2  11 

m i l l ion .  12 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    Leg is la to r  Jacobs,  i f  you  13 

a re  go ing  to  have spec i f i c  qu es t ions  about  s or t  14 

o f  t hose  opera t i ng  senses  o f  t he  agreement ,  I  15 

th ink  the  Commiss ioner  i s  be t te r  a t  answer i ng  16 

those than  I  am.   I 'm rea l l y  here  to  ta l k  a bou t  17 

a l iena t ion  o f  pa rk land ,  what  we 've  done in  the  18 

pas t ,  the  fac t  t ha t  i t ' s  a  l i cense  and  no t  a  19 

l ease,  and  any  o ther  l ega l  ques t ions .  20 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Le t  me ask  you abou t  21 

the  a l iena t ion .   Your  reason ing  on  th i s  22 

a l iena t ion  i s  t he  fac t  t ha t  i t ' s  t he  same u se,  23 

j us t  a  renova t ion  o f  a  park land rema in ing  24 

pa rk land .   25 
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 MS.  HOUDEK:    When  you  look  a  s i tua t ion  2 

i n  te rms  o f  cons ider ing  whethe r  i t ' s  an  3 

a l iena t ion  o f  pa rk land  i t ' s  a lways  done on a  4 

case -by-case  bas is .   The re  i s  no t  a  b r igh t  l ine  5 

tes t .   One  o f  t he  th ings  tha t  you do  cons id e r  i s  6 

whethe r  o r  no t  i t ' s  in  the  ex i s t ing  use,  wha t ' s  7 

happen ing  he re .   We have  a  fac i l i t y  tha t  ne eds  8 

improvemen t .   They ' re  go ing  to  pu t  l o t s  and  lo ts  9 

o f  money  in to  i t .   I t ' s  go ing  to  s tay  ava i l ab le  10 

fo r  the  pub l i c .   I t ' s  go ing  to  s tay  ava i lab le  fo r  11 

them,  who is  one  o f  the  predominan t  users  a s  now 12 

as  they  have  been s ince  2010 ,  i s  my 13 

unders tand ing ,  and  may  go back  beyond tha t .   So  14 

there  are  many fac to rs  tha t  you look  a t .   B u t  a l l  15 

o f  t he  fac ts  po in t  t o  the  fac t  t ha t  th is  i s  no t  16 

an  a l i enat ion  o f  park land.   I  don ' t  have  an y  17 

doub t  tha t  i t ' s  no t  an  a l i ena t ion  o f  park lan d.  18 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Because  we had 19 

wr i t ten  fo r  an  op in ion  to  the  At to rney  Gene ra l  on  20 

th is ,  jus t  because  i t  seemed  to  - -  21 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    There ' s  a  typo  in  the  22 

ag reemen t  - -  I  d idn ' t  mean  to  in te r rup t .   I ' m 23 

so r ry .  24 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I t ' s  okay .  25 
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 MS.  HOUDEK:    There ' s  a  type  where  the  2 

word  l ease  appears .   I t ' s  c lea r l y  a  typo  an d  tha t  3 

cou ld  have  been  reso lved  w i th  a  phone ca l l  t o  the  4 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s  o f f i ce .  5 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Okay .   I f  you  wan t  6 

to  con t inue on  a l i enat ion .   I  want  to  ask  ab ou t  7 

the  f i gu res .  8 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    I ' l l  be  he re ,  i f  you  have 9 

more  ques t ions  on  tha t .   10 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Mr .  Foskey  - -  11 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Yes .  12 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Le t  me exp la in .   My  13 

ques t ions  dea l  more  w i th  wha t  makes th is  14 

wor thwh i le  fo r  us  to  do .  15 

 I  love  Mol loy  Co l l ege.   I  a l so  l ove  16 

Nassau  Commun i t y  Co l lege .   As  a  fo rmer  teac her ,  I  17 

happen  to  have a  spec ia l  f ee l i ng  fo r  p laces  o f  18 

educat ion ,  be  they  undergradua te  o r  g raduat e .   19 

That  be ing  sa id .   20 

 I t ' s  a  concern  to  me  - -  I  th ink  I 'm 21 

co r rec t  in  what  I 'm say ing  now.   1 .2  m i l l io n  to  22 

redo  the  f ie lds .  23 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Cor rec t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    A  20  yea r  use  and  25 
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occupancy  ag reemen t .  2 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Yes .  3 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    W i th  a  c lause  tha t  4 

a l lows  i t  to  be  ex tended  ten  more  years .  5 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Yes .  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    B r ing ing  in  7 

approx imate l y  $50,000 a  year .  8 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    I  t h ink  you  had  a  9 

workup  done by  the  O f f i ce  o f  Budge t  - -  10 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Yes .   And  I 'm  11 

look ing  a t  a  lo t  o f  tha t  as  I 'm ta lk ing  to  you .   12 

Bu t  the  reason I 'm  say ing  th i s  to  you in  13 

pa r t i cu la r  i s  t h is .  14 

 Exp la in  to  me ,  fo r  $50 ,000  a  yea r ,  s ince  15 

you ' re  the  pa rks  commiss ione r ,  why  wou ld  we  - -  I  16 

know we ' re  no t  l os ing  i t  - -  b u t  why wou ld  we  fee l  17 

an  a r rangement  such as  th i s  - -  I 'm  no t  m in im iz ing  18 

$50,000,  don ' t  ge t  me wrong.   Bu t  I 'm jus t  s ay ing  19 

i t  doesn ' t  seem l i ke  an  enormous  amoun t  o f  money  20 

to  war ran t  us  en te r ing  i n to  an  agreement  wh ich  21 

may or  may  no t  a f fec t  Nassau  Communi ty  Co l l ege  to  22 

a  degree  and  may  o r  may no t  a f fec t  Mo l loy ,  I 'm  23 

no t  su re .   I  wan t  to  ask  you  tha t  in  a  m inu te ,  24 

whethe r  Mo l loy  takes  p recedence no  mat te r  w hat .  25 
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 Le t ' s  say ,  unbeknownst  to  us  a t  th is  2 

moment ,  tha t  wha t  Nassau  Communi ty  Co l lege uses  3 

does  become a f fec ted  by  Mo l loy  hav ing  f i rs t  d ibs ,  4 

I  guess  I ' d  say ,  on  the  proper ty .    5 

 One o f  t he  young  peop le  - -  I 'm  sor t  o f  6 

fo l l ow ing  wha t  the  p res id ing  o f f i cer  was  do ing .   7 

One o f  t he  young  peop le ,  who  i s  a  member  o f  the  8 

board  o f  t rus tees  o f  t he  Co l l ege ,  expressed  9 

concern  tha t  - -  fo rge t t i ng  ab out  the  amount  10 

tha t ' s  coming  in  tha t  I  ques t i on  whe ther  i t ' s  11 

enough  to  war ran t  go ing  in to  th i s .   What  a r e  you  12 

go ing  to  do  i f  you  have to  s ta r t  t ranspor t i ng  13 

teams?   F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  I  guess  i t  wou ld  be  a  14 

twofo ld  ques t ion .   Do you t ranspor t  to  M i tc he l  15 

F ie ld  fo r  the  s tuden ts  tha t  a re  p lay ing?   A nd i f  16 

you have  to  t ranspor t  to  E ise nhower  Park  tha t ' s  a  17 

l onger  r ide .   Obv ious l y ,  how w i l l  th is  a f fe c t  the  18 

budget  o f  Nassau  Communi ty  Co l lege ,  to  beg i n  19 

w i th?  20 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:   F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  i t  21 

shou ld  have no  impac t  on  the  budge t .   Nassa u  pays  22 

ze ro  fo r  t he  use  o f  the  f i e ld s  and  Nassau w i l l  23 

cont inue  to  pay  ze ro  fo r  t he  use  o f  the  f ie lds .   24 

I  th ink  the  b roader ,  l a rge r  p i c tu re  he re  is  tha t  25 
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fo r  the  f i rs t  t ime  the  County  o f  Nassau w i l l  have 2 

an  NCAA champ ionsh ip  tu r f  f i e ld  tha t  no t  on l y  3 

cou ld  Mo l loy ,  Nassau ,  peop le  who  l i ve  in  you r  4 

d i s t r i c t  and  anyone e l se 's  d i s t r i c t  w i l l  be  5 

ava i lab le  to  use  tha t  f i e ld .   We w i l l  a l so  be  6 

ab le  to  t rack  peop le  f rom around  the  count r y ,  7 

i nc lud ing  the  t r i - s ta te  a rea ,  to  hos t  games  a t  8 

tha t  f ie ld ,  championsh ip  games  -  t hey  w i l l  s tay  9 

a t  our  ho te l s ,  ea t  a t  ou r  res tau rants .   Th i s  i s  a  10 

w in-w in  s i tua t i on  fo r  Nassau County .   I t  i s  11 

i nconce ivab le  how Nassau  Coun ty  cou ld  no t  b ene f i t  12 

and a l l  o f  t he  res iden ts  bene f i t  f rom the  u se o f  13 

th is  NCAA champ ionsh ip  tu r f  f i e ld .  14 

 I n  add i t ion ,  wha t  peop le  fa i l  to  rea l i ze ,  15 

th is  f ie ld  w i l l  be  ava i l ab le  fo r  add i t iona l  days  16 

i n  the  yea r ,  because  o f  the  weathe r .   A  day  l i ke  17 

tomorrow when  i t  ra ins ,  you can p lay  on  a  t u r f  18 

f i e ld .   The on ly  t ime you can ' t  p lay  on  a  t u r f  19 

f i e ld  i s  when  i t ' s  t oo  co ld .  20 

 I n  add i t ion ,  las t  year  Nassau  had 50  days  21 

- -  I 'm  sor ry  - -  Mo l l oy  had  50  days  when i t  22 

ra ined .   Tha t 's  50  days  a lone  tha t  t hey  cou ld  no t  23 

use tha t  f ie ld .   Tha t ' s  jus t  t he  days  i t  ra ined,  24 

no t  the  days  i t  took  us  to  ge t  t he  f ie ld  ba ck  in  25 
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shape aga in .   So  th i s  i s  a  w in  s i t ua t i on  fo r  2 

them.   3 

 I n  add i t ion ,  i f  a  dugout  and  sco reboard  4 

goes  in ,  once  aga in  i t  makes  those  f ie lds  m ore  5 

va luab le  a t  no  cos t  to  the  res iden ts  and  6 

taxpayers  o f  the  County  o f  Nassau.  7 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    But  - -  8 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    And  i f  I  seem 9 

pass iona te  abou t  th i s ,  I  am.   I t  i s  inconce ivab le  10 

how we  cou ld  no t  wan t  to  b r i ng  a  champ ionsh ip  11 

tu r f  f ie ld  to  M i tche l  F ie ld .    12 

 I f  you  go  to  Mi t che l  F ie ld  l a te l y  and see 13 

tha t  beaut i f u l  s tad ium tha t  was bu i l t  there  years  14 

ago,  i t  i s  p robab ly  one o f  ou r  c rown  jewe ls  in  15 

the  pa rk  sys tem.  16 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  wan t  to  exp la in  17 

someth ing  to  you .   We ' re  rea l l y  no t  on  two 18 

oppos i te  ends  he re .    19 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Then I  u rge  you  to  20 

vo te  yes .  21 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  know.   I  know.   I  22 

know.   But  I 'm go ing  to  te l l  you  tha t  i f  you  know 23 

me  we l l  enough,  I 'm go ing  to  have to  ge t  my  mind  24 

wrapped around th i s  and say  i t ' s  t he  bes t  t h ing  25 
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s ince  s l i ced  bread  to  do  th i s ,  and  r igh t  no w I  2 

don ' t  know tha t  I  have  my mind  the re .  3 

 I 'm look ing  a t  t he  schedu le  where  Mo l loy  4 

wou ld  have  jus t  abou t  the  mos t  - -  I  don ' t  k now i f  5 

i t ' s  t he  mos t ,  I  don ' t  know enough  about  th e  6 

spor t .   I t  seems  to  have  a  good p i ck ing ,  go od 7 

p i ck ings  dur ing  the  week  o f  t he  use o f  t he  8 

f i e lds .  9 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    F rom 3 :30  to  6 :00 ,  10 

yes .  11 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    R igh t .  12 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    But  no t  13 

au tomat i ca l l y ,  t hough.   Th is  doesn ' t  happen  14 

au tomat i ca l l y .   By  you  agree ing  to  th i s  the y ' re  15 

no t  go ing  to  be  ab le  to  wa lk  on  these f i e ld s  i n  16 

March  a t  3 :30 .   What  happens  in  January ,  Mo l loy  17 

s i ts  down wi th  us ,  a long  w i th  the  Co l l ege an d ou r  18 

o the r  users ,  and  we have  wha t  we  ca l l  a  f ie ld  19 

a l loca t i on  coord ina tor ,  and we  see  wha t ' s  20 

ava i lab le  and  we  work  i t  ou t  w i th  everyone.   I n  21 

add i t i on ,  the  p r imet ime fo r  t hese f i e lds  ar e  22 

a f te r  tha t .   We  have  the  ab i l i t y  t o  ad jus t  our  23 

use o f  t hese  f i e lds ,  t he  s lo t s  tha t  we  have  the  24 

ab i l i t y  to  ad jus t ,  whe ther  i t ' s  2 :00  to  4 :0 0 ,  25 
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whethe r  i t ' s  6 :00  to  8 :00 ,  o r  3 :00  to  6 :00 .   2 

We 've  spoken  -  we ac tua l l y  spoke  to  the  Co l l ege 3 

abou t  i t .   The Co l lege  knows  about  i t .    4 

 I f  you  l ook  a t  t he  Co l lege  app l i ca t i on  5 

th is  yea r ,  i t  ac tua l l y  denotes  E isenhower  P ark  on  6 

i t .   They ' ve  been aware  tha t  t he re 's  go ing  to  be  7 

some t ype o f  sha r ing  o f  th is  f ie ld ,  and the y ' re  8 

i n  suppor t  o f  t h is .  9 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Who  e lse  uses  the  10 

f i e ld ,  t o  the  bes t  o f  your  knowledge  now,  b es ides  11 

Nassau  Commun i t y  Co l lege?  Do  you have  - -  12 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    We have  th ree  13 

p r iva te  leagues  tha t  use  the  f ie ld ,  and the y ' re  14 

aware  o f  i t  a lso .   And  they ' re  i n  ag reement  w i th  15 

th is ,  because  they  a re  go ing  to  have  tu r f  f i e lds  16 

to  p lay  on  now and  they  can p lay  l onger .  17 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    And  they  don ' t  use  18 

i t  un t i l  a f te r  s ix  o 'c lock?  19 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:   A f te r  s i x  o ' c lock ,  20 

tha t ' s  when peop le  ge t  o f f  work .   Peop le  ha ve 21 

jobs .   Work ing  peop le  can ' t  p lay  a t  th ree  o ' c lock  22 

i n  the  a f te rnoon .  23 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    So ta lk  to  me  fo r  a  24 

second  then abou t  the  money.   I t  appears  to  me  - -  25 
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I  unders tand  when i t  ra ins .   Jus t  bear  w i th  me  2 

one second .  3 

 I  rea l i ze  tha t  i n  ce r ta in  ways  th i s  i s  a  4 

f i nanc ia l  benef i t  w i th  them bu i l d ing  i t .   B u t  the  5 

ma in tenance o f  i t  i s  c ruc ia l .   I 'm  ta l k ing ,  6 

be l i eve  me ,  th rough the  top  o f  my head  beca use  I  7 

neve r  bu i l t  a  tu r f  f ie ld  nor  do  I  have  any  8 

ch i l d ren  tha t  have  p layed on  i t .   Bu t  I  9 

unders tand  the  l i f e  o f  t he  tu r f  f i e ld  i s  ve ry  10 

much  con t ingent  upon  the  main tenance  tha t  i t  11 

rece ives .   You and  I  bo th  kno w tha t  w i th  rec en t  12 

cu tbacks  and  w i th  the  prob lems  f inanc ia l l y  i n  the  13 

coun ty ,  we  don ' t  have over f l ow ing  s ta f f  to  14 

ma in ta in .   Do  you ac tua l l y  f ee l  con f iden t  i n  you r  15 

m ind  tha t  you  a re  go ing  to  be  ab le  to  ma in t a in  16 

th is  tu r f  f i e ld?  17 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    The re ' s  very  18 

l i t t le  ma in tenance  invo lved w i th  a  tu r f  f ie ld .   19 

When  i t  comes  to  the  mach ine ry ,  we  a l ready  own  20 

the  mach inery .   We have tu r f  f ie lds  down  a t  Gran t  21 

Park  and  Cedar  Creek  tha t  we  cur ren t ly  ma in ta in .   22 

I t ' s  very  low  ma in tenance w i th  tu r f  f i e lds .   They  23 

come l ined  and they  don ' t  requ i re  the  c lay  tha t  24 

we  do every  yea r ,  you  don ' t  have  to  rake  th em,  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  42 Rules Committee – 3 - 18- 13 

and they  usua l l y  have a  war ran tee .  2 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  unders tand e igh t  3 

years ,  t hough .  4 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    A re  the re  any  5 

add i t i ona l  ques t ions?  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  was  wa i t i ng  fo r  7 

you.   I 'm so r ry .   I  was  wa tch ing  you  read in g  tha t  8 

and I  wasn ' t  su re  i f  you  were  look ing  up  9 

someth ing .  10 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Wha t ' s  the  11 

ques t ion ,  the  ma in tenance?  12 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    The  main tenance  and  13 

the  fac t  t ha t  - -  I 'm  concerne d  tha t  fo r  50 ,0 00  a  14 

year ,  what  a re  we rea l l y  ga in ing  and  wha t  i s  t he  15 

rush?  I  assume tha t  t h i s  w i l l  no t  be  usab l e  th i s  16 

year .  17 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:   I t  w i l l  be  usab le  18 

th is  yea r .   I  w i l l  be  ab le  to  ren t  t h i s  f ie ld  ou t  19 

th is  yea r .  20 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    When th i s  yea r?  21 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    As  soon  as  the  22 

U&O,  the  l i cense  agreement  i s  s igned  and  i t ' s  23 

ce r t i f ied  by  the  c le rk ,  they  w i l l  s ta r t  the  work .   24 

Th is  can  be  done  in  ve ry  l i t t l e  t ime .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    How long  does  i t  2 

take  to  bu i l d  a  tu r f  f ie ld?   3 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:     You have  to  ask  4 

DPW.   Bu t  we ' re  an t i c ipa t i ng  i t  be ing  done in  5 

p robab ly  the  nex t  two months .  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    But  i t  won ' t  be  7 

ready  fo r  the  baseba l l  season .   Am I  cor rec t?  8 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    When you ' re  l ook ing  9 

a t  t he  summary ,  we  ta l k  abou t  two t imes in  the  10 

year .   The re ' s  the  January  - -  I  be l i eve  the r e ' s  11 

the  - -  i t  won ' t  be  ava i l ab le  fo r  t he  co l leg e  12 

season  but  i t  w i l l  be  ava i lab le  fo r  the  adu l t  13 

l eagues tha t  we  use.   So  the  res iden ts  w i l l  be  14 

ab le  to  use  i t .  15 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  guess  we won ' t  16 

come to  any  agreemen t  i f  t he  $50 ,000  makes i t  17 

wor thwh i le  o r  no t .   When  I  saw tha t  f i gu re ,  I  18 

though t  to  myse l f  what  a re  we  ga in ing  he re?  19 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    We do  save money.   20 

When  we ma in ta in  these  f ie lds  now i t  t akes  a  21 

ce r ta in  amoun t  o f  c lay ,  i t  t akes  a  cer ta in  amoun t  22 

o f  l abor  tha t  we  have to  do  every  year ,  and  a l so  23 

the  f i e lds  a re  ou t  o f  se rv ice  to  us  a  numbe r  o f  24 

the  days  o f  t he  year ,  so  tha t ' s  mon ies  tha t  we  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  44 Rules Committee – 3 - 18- 13 

a re  no t  ab le  to  ren t  t hose  f i e lds .   And a ls o  the  2 

bene f i t  tha t  peop le  can ac tua l l y  p lay  on  th ose  3 

f i e lds  dur ing  the  t ime  o f  the  year  and  the  season 4 

i s  ex tended longer .   January ,  Februa ry ,  and  5 

March ,  our  f i e lds  open  in  Apr i l  and they  c l ose  6 

a round  October .   Now the  f ie lds  w i l l  be  ava i lab le  7 

add i t i ona l  months  o f  t he  yea r .   There  is  rev enue  8 

to  be  ga ined ,  and there ' s  a l so  a  sav ings  in  no t  9 

hav ing  a  g roundskeeper  to  go  ou t  t o  rake  th e  10 

f i e lds ,  fe r t i l i ze  the  f i e lds ,  and to  i r r iga te  the  11 

f i e lds .  12 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  unders tand i t  13 

doesn ' t  requ i re  fe r t i l i ze r ,  f ung ic ide  or  c la y  - -  14 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Or  i r r i ga t i on .  15 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    and  the  i r r iga t ion  16 

i s  no t  needed ,  cor rec t ,  because i t ' s  t u rn .  17 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:   Cor rec t .  18 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    But  i t  does  have an ,  19 

I  guess ,  e igh t  yea r  l i fecyc le  o r  i t  cou ld  l as t  a  20 

l i t t le  l onger  w i th  be t te r  ma in tenance.  21 

 COMMISSIOENR FOSKEY:    Yes .  22 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Wha t  do  they  ca l l  23 

be t te r  ma in tenance  o f  a  tu r f  f ie ld  then?  24 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Usua l l y  t he  25 
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ma in tenance i s  dec ided  by  the  war ran tee .   W e have 2 

them a t  Gran t  Pa rk  and  Wash ing ton  Avenue ,  a l so ,  3 

and we 've  had  no  t roub le  a t  e i ther  one  o f  t hose 4 

f i e lds .   And  i t  depends on  the  usage  o f  i t ,  how 5 

o f ten  they ' re  used  and  the  t ype o f  peop le  w ho use 6 

the  f i e lds .  7 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    And  we wou ld  be  8 

respons ib le  - -  l e t ' s  say  the  l as t  ten  years ,  t hen 9 

we  a re  respons ib le  fo r  t he  rep lacement  a t  t ha t  10 

po in t?   Or  who i s  respons ib le  fo r  the  rep la cemen t  11 

a t  t ha t  po in t?  12 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Accord ing  to  the  13 

coun ty  a t to rney ,  t he re  i s  a  60 /40  sp l i t .  14 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    A t  tha t  po in t .  15 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Cor rec t .   For  16 

cap i ta l .  17 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    A t  tha t  po in t .    18 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    But  t hen we  a lso  19 

have  the  r igh t  t o  - -  i t ' s  a  l i cense ag reeme n t ,  so  20 

a t  t ha t  po in t  we  have the  r i gh t  to  make a  21 

dec i s ion  no t  to  move  fo rward  w i th  i t .  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  wan t  to  fo l l ow  23 

tha t  ques t ion  up .   I s  i t  l i ke l y  tha t  t he  sa me 24 

k ind  o f ,  l e t ' s  say ,  rep lacemen t  a f te r  e igh t  years  25 
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wou ld  be  the  same as  pu t t i ng  i n  a  new tu r f  f ie ld?  2 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    No.   There  wou ld  3 

be  some modi f i ca t i on ,  maybe some patch ing .   I t  4 

wou ld  no t  be  a  who le  new tu r f  f i e ld .  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    So  i t  cou ldn ' t  6 

cos t  as  much  as  i t  wou ld  i f  we  pu t  i n  a  new  tu r f  7 

f i e ld .   Cor rec t?   In  o ther  words  - -  8 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    DPW wou ld  p robab ly  9 

have  to  answer  tha t .   I  don ' t  th ink  the  cos t  10 

wou ld  be  as  much  because  some o f  t he  founda t ion  11 

work  wou ld  have  a l ready  been  done.  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  wan ted  to  b r ing  13 

tha t  po in t  up ;  I  t hought  i t  wou ld  be  impor t an t  14 

fo r  us  to  do  tha t .  15 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  wan t  - -  16 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    I t  wou ld  jus t  be  17 

the  top  laye r  o f  carpe t  tha t  you  wou ld  have  to  18 

rep lace  no t  t he  who le  th ing .  19 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  unders tand.   I 'm 20 

no t  go ing  to  be labor  i t  because I 'm the  f i r s t  to  21 

admi t  I 'm no t  an  exper t  on  tu r f .   I  wou ld  l i ke  to  22 

- -  I  guess  maybe  I  wou ld  fee l  a  l i t t le  more  23 

comfor tab le  - -  I  am a  l i t t le  more  comfor tab le  fo r  24 

the  Co l l ege,  Nassau Commun i t y  Co l l ege,  t ha t ' s  25 
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what  I 'm  ta l k ing  about ,  because I ' ve  done m y  2 

homework  w i th  them.   I 'm  no t  very  comfor tab le  3 

tha t  we ' re  ge t t i ng  enough fo r  ou r  money.   I ' m 4 

so r ry .   I 'm no t  comp le te ly  comfo r tab le .  5 

 I ' l l  end .   I  jus t  don ' t  have  any th ing  6 

more  to  add.  7 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Thank  you .  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Wou ld  you l i ke  9 

tha t  Maur i ce  come up  and  g ive  us  h is  ana lys i s  o f  10 

th is  con t rac t?  11 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Sure .   Yes .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  13 

Commiss ioner .   Bu t  we may ge t  you back .  14 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Maur ice  Cha lmers ,  Budget  15 

Rev iew.  16 

 We looked a t  i t  in  two  con tex ts ,  i n  the  17 

contex t  o f  e i the r  Nassau  pay ing  fo r  i t ,  we pa id  18 

fo r  i t  -  t ha t  a l te rna t ive  is  no t  rea l l y  v iab le  19 

r i gh t  now because NIFA i s  no t  go ing  to  l e t  us  20 

bond  fo r  i t .   Bu t  we  found  tha t  i f  we pa id  fo r  21 

the  improvements  and  cha rged  the  h ighe r  fee s ,  we  22 

cou ld  ac tua l l y  ne t  a  p ro f i t  o f  app rox ima te l y  .9  23 

m i l l ion  over  the  30  years .   I f  Mo l loy  pays  f o r  24 

i t ,  s i nce  we  are  no t  absorb ing  the  cos t  we have a  25 
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g rea te r  re tu rn  o f  approx imate l y  2 .5  mi l l ion .  2 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Which  equa ls  abou t  3 

50 ,000  a  yea r .  4 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I t ' s  about  $60 ,000  a  5 

year ,  and p lus  the re  a re  some o f  t he  sav ing s ,  in  6 

te rms o f  cos t ,  no t  u t i l i z i ng  fe r t i l i ze rs ,  c l ays ,  7 

and i r r i ga t i on  sys tem.   Bu t  revenue w ise  i t ' s  8 

abou t  $60,000  a  year .  9 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    So your  adv ice  wou ld  10 

be  - -  I  don ' t  want  to  pu t  words  in  you r  mou th .   11 

What  wou ld  you say ,  bo t tom l i ne?  12 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Bo t tom l ine  i s  r igh t  now 13 

op t ion  one  may not  be  an  op t i on  because we can ' t  14 

fund  the  p ro jec t .   Opt ion  two  is  p robab ly  t he  15 

on ly  one  tha t  we  can  do  r i gh t  now because M o l loy  16 

i s  w i l l i ng  to  fund  the  money .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  have  a  18 

ques t ion .   I s  t he  2 .5  mi l l ion  over  the  30  y ears?  19 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I t ' s  ove r  the  30  yea rs .  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Over  and  above  21 

the  cos t  o f  pu t t ing  in  the  tu r f  f i e ld?  22 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    That  i s  a l l  t he  cos ts .   23 

That  i s  a l so  inc lud ing  the  d i scoun t  tha t  th ey  24 

wou ld  ge t ,  t he  50  pe rcen t  d i scount .  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you.  2 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  j us t  have  one  more  3 

ques t ion  and  then I 'm f i n i shed .   On ly  I .   M r .  4 

Foskey ,  i f  I  cou ld  j us t  ask  you one more  t i me.  5 

 When  you  and  I  were  ta lk ing  abou t  Nassau  6 

Commun i t y  Co l lege and the i r  t ime ,  I  know ass uming 7 

i sn ' t  such  a  grea t  t h ing  to  do  bu t  I  have t o  8 

assume tha t  t he i r  t ime  wou ld  more  or  l ess  m i r ro r  9 

what  Mo l loy  cons iders  p r imet ime.   I  wou ld  m ore  o r  10 

l ess  assume tha t  a  co l lege  s tudent ,  p robab l y  11 

be tween 3 :00  and  6 :00  wou ld  be  a  p r ime t ime fo r  12 

them too .  13 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    I t  cou ld  be .   But  14 

I  th ink  we ' l l  be  ab le  to  work  i t  ou t .   I 'm 15 

conf iden t  tha t  we w i l l  be  ab le  to  work  i t  o u t .   16 

We were  ab le  to  work  i t  ou t  l as t  t ime when we had 17 

Bay Park  - -  Mo l l oy  has  been v e ry  conso la tory .    18 

 To  address  you r  o the r  ques t io n  too ,  I  19 

be l i eve  when  you  ta l k  abou t  Nassau  t rave l in g ,  I  20 

th ink  the  coaches he re ,  the  Lacrosse  team t rave ls  21 

to  Cedar  Creek  and  tenn is  goes  to  E isenhowe r .   So 22 

they  ac tua l l y  t rave l  now fo r  d i f fe ren t  t h in gs .  23 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  be l ieve  - -  I  don ' t  24 

know exac t ly  how you  worded i t .   When you s a id  25 
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tha t  you 've  a l ready  spoken  to  Nassau  Commun i ty  2 

Co l l ege - -  3 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    They  a re  he re .   He 4 

can te l l  you  tha t  he  spoke  to  us .   We sa t  d own .   5 

We ' re  go ing  to  work  ou t  a  schedu le .  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Okay .  7 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    We 've  a lways  8 

worked  we l l  w i th  them.  9 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    But  how does i t  - -  10 

I 'm jus t  t ry ing  to  th ink  l og i ca l l y ,  as  John  Q.  11 

Pub l ic .   Why  wou ld  someone  who  i s  ac tua l l y  12 

pu t t ing  the  money in  to  bu i l d  the  f i e ld  ac t ua l l y  13 

no t  ge t  - -  I 'm  no t  say ing  wrong ly  so  o r  r igh t l y  14 

so  - -  no t  ge t  t he  be t te r  end  o f  the  dea l  as  fa r  15 

t im ing  goes?   I  wou ldn ’ t  unders tand tha t .    16 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    They  j us t  wan t  to  17 

p lay  the i r  games  on a  n i ce  f i e ld .   Tha t ' s  a l l  18 

they  wan t  to  do .   They  j us t  want  a  qua l i t y  f ie ld  19 

to  p lay  on ,  t ha t ' s  a l l .   They  want  to  have i t  fo r  20 

the  k ids .   And they  were  w i l l i ng  to  do  i t  t wo 21 

years  ago,  a l so .   Th is  i s  no t  new.   They  we re  22 

w i l l ing  to  do  th is  i n  Bay  Park .  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Commiss ioner ,  who 24 

i s  here  f rom the  Co l lege  who  wou ld  address  t h i s?  25 
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 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    The re ' s  a  few  o f  2 

them here .  3 

 MR.  CUTOLO:    Chuck  Cu to lo ,  genera l  4 

counse l  fo r  gove rnmenta l  and  med ia  re la t ion s .  5 

 A t  t h i s  po in t  i n  t ime,  the  Commiss ione r  6 

i s  abso lu te l y  r i gh t  tha t  t he re  have been  7 

d i scuss ions  tha t  have taken p lace  be tween t he  8 

Co l l ege - -  be tween  the  coach  and  the  parks  9 

depar tment .   However ,  in  l igh t  o f  Cha i rman 10 

Pr ime 's  s ta temen t  ea r l ie r  today  wh ich  he  11 

i nd i ca ted  tha t  he  was urg ing  tha t  the  ma t te r  be  12 

tab led  un t i l  fu r ther  ques t ions  cou ld  be  answ ered ,  13 

I  th ink  tha t  to  be  cons is ten t  w i th  h is  rema rks ,  I  14 

wou ld  have  to  say  tha t  our  pos i t ion  rea l l y  i s  in  15 

abeyance  un t i l  we go t  ce r ta in  assu rance in  16 

wr i t ing .    17 

 The Commiss ione r  has  been rea l l y  good in  18 

a l l  the  s tu f f  t ha t  t he  coaches  have dea l t  w i th  19 

h im on .   But  I  don ' t  wan t  to  have the  20 

m is impress ion  tha t  t he  Co l lege  has  s igned o f f  on  21 

th is ,  in  l igh t  o f  the  cha i r  o f  t he  board 's  22 

comments  tha t  ou r  comfor t  leve l  wou ld  be  mu ch 23 

g rea te r  i f  t he  assurances  tha t  m igh t  be  ver ba l  a t  24 

th is  po in t  i n  t ime  be pu t  in  wr i t i ng .   I  kno w 25 
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tha t  sounds a  l i t t le  b i t  amb iguous .   On the  o the r  2 

hand ,  the  cha i r  o f  t he  board  I  t hought  was p re t t y  3 

c lea r  in  say ing  a t  t h i s  po in t  in  t ime he  d i d  no t  4 

fee l  comfo r tab le  enough,  i n  te rms o f  t he  i t em 5 

go ing  fo rward .   Bu t  rea l l y  t ha t ' s  your  cho ic e .   6 

Bu t  I  don ’ t  wan t  the re  to  be  a  m is impress io n  tha t  7 

where  we  a re  r i gh t  now,  in  l i gh t  o f  the  fac t  t ha t  8 

I  th ink  the  cha i r  and the  members  o f  t he  bo ard  9 

wou ld  fee l  more  comfor tab le  w i th  the  th ings  be  i n  10 

wr i t ing ,  t ha t  i s  s t i l l  our  pos i t ion .  11 

 I f  I  cou ld  take  one - -  30  second  o f  12 

i ndu lgence  on  one po in t ,  s ince  I 'm  up he re .  13 

 There  have  been  e-ma i l s  tha t  have gone  14 

back  and  fo r th  i n  the  Co l l ege .   A  le t te r  wa s  sen t  15 

f rom the  Co l l ege  tha t  - -  t o  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  16 

tha t  ca tegor i ca l l y  was  in  suppor t  o f  t h i s  l ease.   17 

I  have  spoken w i th  peop le  ind i v idua l ly  bu t  I  18 

wou ld  l i ke  to  pu t  th is  on  the  reco rd .   Has  19 

anybody he re ,  who is  a  member  o f  t he  Ru les  20 

Commi t tee  or  s ta f f ,  rece ived  such a  le t te r  f rom 21 

the  Co l l ege tha t  ca tegor ica l l y  says  we  a re  i n  22 

suppor t  o f  t h is  ag reemen t?   23 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:     I  haven ' t .  24 

 MR.  CUTOLO:    Has  anybody?   Because we ' l l  25 
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have  a  board  o f  t rus tees  mee t ing  tomor row t ha t  I  2 

fu l l y  an t i c ipa te  tha t  there  w i l l  be  demands  abou t  3 

the  au thorsh ip  o f  a  le t te r  wh ich  I  t h ink  is  4 

nonex is ten t .   So ,  fo r  the  reco rd  -   5 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    No.  6 

 MR.  CUTOLO:    I  apprec ia te  you r  pe rsona l  7 

i ndu lgence  on  tha t  par t .  8 

 W i th  respec t  aga in  to  the  ag reemen t  9 

i t se l f ,  I  rea l l y  can ' t  go  no r th  - -  go  beyond  the  10 

s ta temen t  o f  the  cha i r  o f  the  board  a t  t h is  po in t  11 

i n  t ime.   As  much as  we respec t  the  ac t i ons  o f  12 

the  commiss ione r  i n  the  pas t  and  as  much  as  I  13 

fee l  p re t t y  con f iden t  tha t  t he  t ypes  o f  14 

ag reemen ts  - -  assu rances  tha t  we  wan t  in  wr i t i ng  15 

w i l l  mater ia l i ze ,  i t ' s  j us t  no t  there  ye t .  16 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Thank  you  very  much .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Are  you go ing  to  18 

speak,  Mr .  W ink?   Who do  you  wan t  to  speak to?  19 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Ms.  Houdek ,  can  I  20 

speak w i th  you a  moment?    21 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    Jus t  l i ke  the  Commiss ioner ,  22 

I 'm a lways  ava i l ab le  to  speak  w i th  anybody.  23 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I  know tha t  and  I  24 

apprec ia te  tha t ,  Jane.   I  rea l l y  do .  25 
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 I ’m wonder ing .   There  was a  case  jus t  2 

w i th in  the  l as t  few weeks  ou t  o f  New York  C oun ty  3 

Supreme -  Union Square Park Community Coalition 4 

v. New York City Department of Parks  -  wh ic h ,  5 

among o the r  th ings ,  seems to  i nd ica te  tha t  i f  the  6 

te rm inat ion  o f  an  ag reemen t  cannot  be  arb i t ra ry  7 

and capr ic ious ,  as  th i s  one wou ld  no t  be  ab le  to  8 

be  a rb i t ra ry  and  cap r i c ious ,  t hen i t  mus t  b e  fo r  9 

a  reason  o r ,  as  lawyers  l i ke  to  say ,  f o r  ca use .   10 

I 'm read ing  d i rec t ly  f rom the  case  i t se l f  - -   11 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    R igh t .   12 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    mean ing  tha t  i t ' s  no t  13 

te rm inab le  a t  w i l l .   So  the  fac t  t ha t  i t ' s  an  14 

i r revocab le  agreemen t  - -  t he  fac t  tha t  we ca l l  i t  15 

tha t  doesn ' t  necessa r i l y  make  i t  so ,  i s  wha t  I 'm  16 

read ing  th is  op in ion  to  mean .  17 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    I  don ' t  exac t l y  read  the  18 

op in ion  the  same way .   I  r ead  the  op in ion  - -  as  I  19 

sa id ,  a l l  o f  these  cases  a re  v iewed - -  a l l  o f  20 

these issues  are  v iewed in  a  case-by -case ba s i s .   21 

What  I  v iew tha t  case is  abou t  i s  you had a  smal l  22 

pa rk  i n  New York  C i t y  and in  tha t  t i ny  l i t t l e  23 

pa rk  they  wan ted  to  pu t  a  g rea t  b ig  res taur ant ,  a  24 

g rea t  b ig  commerc ia l  res tauran t .   There  was  no  25 
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p rov is ion  in  the  agreement  fo r  t he  C i t y  fo r  these 2 

peop le  to  be  pa id  back .   So even  i f  the  C i t y  3 

te rm inated  i t ,  wha t  was go ing  to  happen?   T he 4 

case  i s  a  long  case and they  parsed th rough  the  5 

who le  th ing .   A t  t he  very  end  they  th rough in  6 

th is  th ing  abou t  a rb i t ra ry  and  cap r i c ious .   We l l ,  7 

you know wha t?    We don ' t  ac t  a rb i t ra ry  and  8 

capr ic ious ly  a round he re .   I f  the  nex t  coun ty  9 

execut ive  comes  a long and wan ts  to  te rminate  a l l  10 

ou ts ide  ar rangements  w i th  peop le  i n  the  par ks ,  11 

whatever  l i cense  they  have ,  t ha t  wou ld  per f ec t ly  12 

be  w i th in  i t s  r i gh ts  and  tha t  wou ld  be  a rb i t ra ry .  13 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I t  m igh t  be  14 

capr ic ious .  15 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    What?  16 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I t  m igh t  be  17 

capr ic ious .  18 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    Maybe no t .   Maybe they 've  19 

taken a  look  a t  i t  and  they  don ' t  ca re  fo r  - -  to  20 

have  ou ts ide  peop le  run  th ings  anymore  than  when ,  21 

you know,  d i f fe ren t  coun ty  execu t i ves  come in  and 22 

make  a  d i f fe ren t  a r rangement  w i th  how they ' r e  23 

go ing  to  run  d i f fe ren t  county  depar tments  a nd 24 

d i f f e ren t  county  o f f i ces .   I  don ’ t  see  how tha t  25 
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wou ld  be  cap r ic ious  i f  you  make a  de te rm ina t ion  2 

abou t  how you ' re  go ing  to  manage  th ings .  3 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I  wou ld  submi t  tha t  an  4 

admin i s t ra t i on  tha t  came in to  o f f i ce  c la imin g  5 

they  were  tak ing  the  parks  back  fo r  the  tax payers  6 

o f  Nassau County  and  now have  s ince  begun l i cense 7 

ag reemen t  a f te r  l i cense ag reemen t  in  var iou s  8 

i ns tances  to ,  i n  fac t ,  a rguab ly  g i ve  away t hose 9 

pa rks  aga in ,  one  cou ld  cer ta in ly  a rgue  tha t  tha t  10 

was an  a rb i t ra ry  and  cap r i c ious  ac t i on  on  t he i r  11 

pa r t .   Bu t  be  tha t  as  i t  may .  12 

 I  apprec ia te  you r  cons idera t i on  o f  t h i s  13 

case .   And  I  th ink  tha t ,  un fo r tuna te ly  as  y ou 14 

ind i ca te ,  these  cases  are  a lways  done on  a  case-15 

by -case bas i s  and a l iena t ion  apparen t l y  i s  i n  the  16 

eye o f  t he  ho lde r  more  so  than  in  any  k ind  o f  17 

b lack  le t te r  law .   So I  apprec ia te  you r  con cern  18 

w i th  tha t .  19 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    And we  do have  cases  tha t  20 

i nd i ca te  tha t  - -  ear l i e r  case s  than th is  one  a t  a  21 

s imi la r  t r ia l  cour t  leve l  tha t  have arb i t ra r y  and 22 

capr ic ious  l anguage in  i t  and  found jus t  th e  23 

oppos i te .    24 

 As  you  sa id ,  i t ' s  a  case -by-c ase  bas is  25 
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and you have  to  look  a t  i t  and  you  have to  l ook  2 

a t  t he  to ta l i t y  o f  t he  c i r cums tances .   And I  3 

th ink  under  the  to ta l i t y  o f  t he  c i rcumstanc es  4 

i t ' s  very  c lear  tha t  t h i s  l i cense is  no t  an  5 

a l iena t ion  o f  pa rk land .  6 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I  app rec ia te  your  7 

op in ion  on  tha t .  8 

 Commiss ioner  Foskey ,  i f  I  cou ld  ask  you.   9 

We 've  heard  f rom Mr .  Cuto lo .   We 've  heard  f rom 10 

Mr .  Pr ime,  as  the  pres iden t  o f  t he  board  o f  11 

t rus tees .   We,  on  th is  l eg is la tu re ,  I  be l ie ve  I 'm 12 

no t  a lone in  ind ica t ing  tha t  t he re  a re  as  m any  as  13 

14  e -mai ls  tha t  we 've  rece ived  today  f rom m embers  14 

o f  t he  Commun i t y  Co l lege  communi ty  a t  la rge ,  15 

p ro fesso rs ,  s tuden ts ,  and o the rw ise ,  i nd ica t ing  16 

tha t  t hey  had no  knowledge  o f  th is  p roposed  17 

t ransac t ion  and  tha t  t hey  are  ask ing  tha t  w e  18 

tab le  th is  fo r  a  per iod  o f  t ime,  un t i l  t hey  can 19 

be  b rought  up  to  speed .   I  submi t  to  you  th a t  20 

tha t  m igh t  be  the  bes t  cou rse .   In  po in t  o f  fac t ,  21 

s ince  we ' re  no t  go ing  to  be  up  and  runn ing  fo r  22 

th is  baseba l l  season ,  I  submi t  t o  you tha t  23 

pe rhaps the  bes t  cou rse  o f  ac t ion  wou ld  be  to  24 

ac tua l l y  go  mee t  w i th  the  t rus tees ,  go  meet  w i th  25 
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s tuden t  leaders  and a l low them an oppor tun i t y  to  2 

ga in  some so r t  o f  comfor t  f rom the  fac t  tha t  t he  3 

pa rks  depar tmen t  i s  go ing  to  accommoda te  th e i r  4 

w ishes  w i th  respec t  to  a t  leas t  a l te rna t ive s ,  i f  5 

no t  th is  exac t  f ie ld .  6 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Wel l ,  you 've  heard  7 

i n  the  pas t  we 've  accommodate  them and  we 8 

cont inue  to  accommodate  them.   They  knew ab out  9 

i t .  They  were  aware  abou t  i t .   The  on ly  th in g  I  10 

can say  is  pe rhaps  the  peop le  who e-ma i led  you  11 

were  no t  f u l l y  i n fo rmed o f  a l l  t he  fac ts  o f  the  12 

s i tua t ion .  13 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Which  i s  exac t l y  my  14 

po in t ,  Commiss ione r .  15 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    But  i t ' s  no t  go ing  16 

to  change.   We ' re  go ing  to  - -  I 'm on  the  rec ord  17 

say ing  th i s .   There ' s  a  cour t  repo r te r  here  18 

tak ing  the  t ranscr ip t  down ,  and I  have  to  a ppear  19 

be fo re  you  aga in .   The  on ly  th ing  a  pe rson has  i s  20 

the i r  word ,  and  you have  my word  tha t  I 'm g o ing  21 

to  accommoda te  them.   And I  w i l l  accommodate  22 

them.  23 

 I  l i ve  i n  Nassau  County .   I 'm  a  res ident  24 

o f  Nassau County .   I  d r i ve  by  the  Co l l ege e very  25 
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day .   Th is  i s  i n  the  bes t  in te res t  o f  every one ,  2 

i nc lud ing  myse l f  as  a  taxpayer  and  a  res ide n t .  3 

 That 's  up  to  you .   Tha t ' s  you r  op t ion .   4 

Bu t  I  th ink  you 'd  be  do ing  a  m isca r r iage  an d  a  5 

d i sserv i ce  to  the  taxpayers  and res idents  o f  t h i s  6 

coun ty  i s  you  tab le  th is  i tem.  7 

 Thank you.  8 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I  app rec ia te  your  9 

op in ion .   Be fore  you  leave  Commiss ione r ,  ca n  I  10 

ask  you abou t  the  de ta i l s  o f  t he  ex i s t ing  11 

ag reemen t  tha t  Mo l loy  has  w i th  the  County  w i th  12 

respec t  to  Bay  Park?  13 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Th i s  i s  a  per fec t  14 

example  o f  what  I 'm ta lk ing  abou t .   There 's  15 

rea l l y  no ,  what  you wou ld  ca l l ,  an  ex i s t ing  16 

ag reemen t .   Mo l l oy  comes  in  and we  g ive  ou t  17 

pe rm i t s  to  them,  our  Ret rac t  sys tem,  l i ke  we  do 18 

anybody e l se .   The re 's  no  ag reemen t .   A  fo l der  19 

back  a t  pa rk  admin is t ra t ion .   They  come in  i n  20 

January ,  j us t  l i ke  anyone e l se  and  they  ask  fo r  21 

f i e lds .   We go th rough  our  f i e lds  and we  g i ve  22 

them a  f ie ld  and  i ssue  a  perm i t ,  and  tha t ' s  what  23 

happens.   Tha t ' s  wha t  I 'm t r y ing  to  say  to  you .   24 

There ' s  a  lo t  o f  m is in fo rmat ion .   There ' s  n o  25 
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ag reemen t .   Okay?  2 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    The re  was  an  3 

ag reemen t ,  as  I  unders tand  i t .   Bu t  i f  I 'm no t  4 

m is taken ,  I  t h ink  tha t  i t  was  a  50 /50  sp l i t  5 

be tween the  coun ty  - -  6 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Tha t  ag reemen t ,  7 

N IFA den ied  us  the  r igh t  t o  cont rac t  t ha t  s o  8 

there ' s  no  ag reement .  9 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    R igh t .   And  I 'm  not  10 

t r y ing  to  c la im  o the rw ise .   My  ques t ion  I  g uess  11 

i s  how has  tha t  a r rangement  worked  ou t?   I f  you  12 

don ' t  want  to  ca l l  i t  an  agreement ,  I  can  13 

apprec ia te  tha t .  14 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    We never  ac ted  15 

upon  tha t .    16 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    No,  no .   The 17 

a r rangement  where  they  come in  eve ry  Januar y ,  18 

they  ren t  ou t  t he  f i e lds  fo r  a  per iod  o f  t i me.   19 

A re  they  cur ren t  on  the i r  paymen ts?  20 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:   Yes .   They  a re  21 

cu r ren t .  22 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Have they  been 23 

coopera t ive ,  in  te rms o f  work ing  on  ma in ten ance 24 

and o the r  i ssues  w i th  the  coun ty?  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  61 Rules Committee – 3 - 18- 13 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    They  a re  cu r ren t  2 

on  the i r  paymen ts .  3 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Be l ieve  me ,  I 'm  not  4 

ask ing  th i s  w i th  an  agenda .   I 'm  s imp ly  ask ing  a  5 

ques t ion .  6 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    We have  no  issues  7 

w i th  Mol loy .   They  a re  cur ren t  on  the i r  pay men t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Okay .   9 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    They ' re  no t  i n  10 

a r rears .   I f  they ' re  i n  a r rea rs ,  we wou ldn ' t  be  11 

be fo re  you .   The re 's  a  l i t t l e  c lause  in  eve ry  12 

cont rac t  t he  county  a t to rney  wr i tes  tha t  yo u  13 

can ' t  s ign  an  ag reemen t  w i th  someone  tha t  y ou ' re  14 

i n  a r rea rs  w i th .  15 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Wel l ,  I  ca n  apprec ia te  16 

tha t ,  Commiss ioner .   Bu t  g iven  recen t  s to r i es  17 

abou t  SMG and  the  Co l i seum,  obv ious l y  i t  do esn ' t  18 

- -  19 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Un l ike  some o ther  20 

peop le ,  I  have a  l i cense  to  p rac t i ce  l aw .  21 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    a lways  t rans la te  in to  22 

en fo rcemen t .  23 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    And  I 'm  not  go ing  24 

to  j eopard ize  my  l i cense  to  p rac t i ce  l aw  an d  l ie  25 
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to  th i s  body  or  any  o the r  body ,  no t  over  a  2 

cont rac t  f o r  Mo l loy .   I  don ' t  have  a  horse  i n  3 

th is  race .  4 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Commiss ione r .   5 

Commiss ioner ,  p lease .   I 'm  no t  accus ing  you  o f  6 

any th ing .  7 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    But  you  men t ioned  8 

SMG.   Th is  i s  no t  abou t  SMG.   Th is  i s  about  9 

what 's  be fore  th is  body  today .  10 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Commiss ione r ,  I  am 11 

s imp ly  say ing  tha t  h is to ry  i s  rep le te  in  th i s  12 

coun ty  - -  13 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Not  w i th  me .  14 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    o f  examples  where  - -  15 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Not  w i th  me .  16 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    o f  examples  where  we 17 

cont inue  con t rac ts  o r  c rea te  new con t rac ts  fo r  18 

peop le  who  a re  - -  19 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Judge  me no t  by  my 20 

p redecesso rs  o r  by  my co l l eagues .   Judge  me  by  21 

how I  appear  be fore  you.  22 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Commiss ione r ,  I  can  23 

apprec ia te  tha t .   Bu t  the  fac t  o f  the  ma t te r  i s  -24 

-  25 
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 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    I f  you  can,  we 2 

wou ldn ' t  be  go ing  down  th i s  road .  3 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Commiss ione r ,  w i th  a l l  4 

due respec t ,  you ' re  be ing  ve ry  de fens i ve .   I 'm  5 

ask ing  you  a  gener ic  ques t ion  to  t ry  to  ge t  a  6 

sense o f  whe the r  o r  no t  there  is  any  reason  to  be  7 

concerned about  Mo l loy  go ing  fo rward .  8 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    None.  9 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  I  app rec ia te  the  10 

fac t  t ha t  you ' re  g iv ing  me  tha t  in fo rmat ion .   11 

Thank you.  12 

 COMMISSIONER WINK:    Thank  you .   13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    M ino r i ty  Leader  14 

Abrahams.  15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I 'm no t  too  su re  16 

who cou ld  answer  th i s ,  so  you  guys  can  s tay  17 

seated  and  then  whoever  fee l s  they  can  h i t  i t ,  18 

s tand up ,  ge t  up  and  do  i t .   I t  m igh t  be  a  19 

ques t ion  fo r  you ,  Mrs .  Houdek .  20 

 I 'm look ing  a t  an  ag reemen t  w i th  Nassau 21 

Coun ty  and  Nassau Commun i t y  Co l l ege where  i t  22 

ta lks  abou t  many  d i f fe ren t  uses  o f  t he  23 

fac i l i t i es .   Bu t ,  more  impor tan t ly ,  i f  I  ca n  read 24 

f rom a  par t i cu la r  sec t ion  abou t  the  procedu res  25 
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fo r  how fac i l i t i es  a re  go ing  to  be  used.   I t  2 

ta lks  abou t  bas i ca l l y  the  schedu l i ng  fo r  th e  use  3 

o f  parks  fac i l i t ies .   I  jus t  wan ted - -  I  ha ve a  4 

ques t ion .   The agreement  goes  back  to  2008,  March  5 

12 ,  2008 .   Has  anyone rev iewed  th i s  ag reeme n t  to  6 

ensu re  tha t  i t  i s  no t  be ing  v io la ted  w i th  t h is  7 

cu r ren t  p roposa l  w i th  Mo l loy?  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  jus t  wan t  to  9 

ask ,  d id  tha t  ag reemen t  ever  come to  the  10 

Leg is la tu re?  11 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Le t  me  take  a  12 

l ook .   Le t ' s  see .   I t ' s  s igned  by  the  13 

commiss ioner .   I ’m  sor ry .   I t ' s  s igned  by  M r .  14 

Foskey 's  p redecessor ,  Jose  Lopez .   I t  i s  s i gned 15 

by  Dr .  Fane l l i .   I t  says  e f fec t i ve  da te  and  16 

de te rm inat ion .   These procedures  sha l l  be  17 

e f fec t ive  upon the  approva l  o f  t he  Depar tme n t  and 18 

the  Co l l ege - -  so  you ' re  r igh t ,  i t ' s  no t  w i th  the  19 

Coun ty  - -  and sha l l  rema in  in  e f fec t  f o r  a  p er iod  20 

o f  20  years ,  sub jec t  t o  - -  i t  jus t  seems l i k e .   21 

I t  j us t  seems to  me tha t  i t  wou ld  be  a  l i t t l e  22 

backwards  on  beha l f  o f  t he  admin is t ra t ion  a t  t ha t  23 

t ime  to  do  someth ing  fo r  such  a  long  per iod  o f  24 

t ime ,  and then the re 's  ac tua l l y  an  append ix  tha t  25 
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ac tua l l y  t a l ks  about  who  i s  go ing  to  p lay  o n  wha t  2 

f i e lds .   I 'm  so r ry .   I t  anybody aware  o f  th i s  3 

document?  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You have  to  know 5 

tha t  t ha t  document  i s  no t  rea l l y  b ind ing .  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     How do  you  know 7 

tha t?  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Because i t  d idn ' t  9 

come f rom the  admin i s t ra t i on ,  tha t ' s  why .  10 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    You  can ' t  say  i t ' s  no t  11 

b ind ing .   You  can say  i t ' s  ques t ionab le  - -  12 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I t ' s  13 

ques t ionab le .  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I t  i s  15 

ques t ionab le .   Because  I  had  a  -  16 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    You  can  ques t ion  i t ,  17 

bu t  don ' t  say  - -  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Wayne .   Wayne,  I  19 

had - -  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Mr .  Cu to lo 's  a t  21 

the  pod ium.  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Jus t  ho ld  on  a  23 

m inu te .   I  had a  s i t ua t i on  where  a  p rev ious  24 

commiss ioner  o f  pa rks  s igned  a  documen t  ho l d ing  25 
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the  coun ty  respons ib le  fo r  wha t  was in  tha t  2 

document ;  however ,  i t  neve r  went  th rough  the  3 

admin i s t ra t i on ,  neve r  went  th rough  th i s  bod y ,  and 4 

there fore  i t  was  no t  b ind ing .  5 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  tha t  does  no t  mean 6 

tha t  t h i s  i s  no t  a  b ind ing  ag reement .   My p o in t  7 

s imp ly  i s ,  Ms .  Gonsa lves ,  to  the  ex ten t  tha t  8 

there  may be  some ques t ion  as  to  whe ther  o r  no t  9 

th is  i s  a  b ind ing  document ,  I  wou ld  ind i ca t e  tha t  10 

fo r  the  reco rd ,  bu t  I  wou ldn ' t  necessa r i l y  make a  11 

conc luso ry  s ta tement  tha t  i t ' s  no t  a  b ind in g  12 

document  un t i l  you 've  done  you r  research .   Tha t ' s  13 

my  on ly  po in t .   14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I f  I  may .   Th i s  15 

document ,  wh ich  we ' l l  c l ock  i n  and  add  to  t he  16 

reco rd ,  i t  a l so  has  respons ib i l i t i es  to  be  17 

rec ip rocated  on  beha l f  o f  the  Co l l ege,  wh ic h  they  18 

a re  prov id ing  a  bene f i t  to  the  county ,  t he  19 

depar tment ;  maybe Mr .  Foskey  i s  unaware  o f  o r  20 

maybe he  knows  o f .   I t  j us t  s eems to  me to  b e  21 

improper  p rac t i ce ,  t ha t  i t  wou ld  make more  sense  22 

to  make su re  tha t  we ' re  no t  v io la t ing  th is  23 

ag reemen t .   Even  i f  i t ' s  no t  someth ing  tha t ' s  24 

b ind ing ,  i t  cou ld  be  someth ing  tha t  jeopard i zes  25 
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what  the  coun ty  bene f i t s  f rom the  Co l l ege.  2 

 MR.  CUTOLO:   I  cer ta in ly  unders tand the  3 

pos i t i on  o f  t he  Mino r i ty  Leader  w i th  respec t  t o  4 

mak ing  sure  tha t  t he  agreemen t  tha t ' s  under  5 

cons idera t ion  now no t  v io la te  th is  agreemen t  and  6 

obv ious l y  we  suppor t  t he  pos i t ion  on  tha t .    7 

 W i th  respec t  t o  the  ques t ion  about  8 

whethe r  i t  - -  was  tha t  a  ques t ion ,  whe ther  i t  9 

went  to  the  l eg i s la tu re?   And  the  answer  to  tha t  10 

i s  t he  county  a t to rney  a t  tha t  t ime d id  no t  11 

be l i eve  i t  had to  go  to  the  l eg i s la tu re .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    And who was the  13 

coun ty  a t to rney  a t  t ha t  t ime?  14 

 MR.  CUTOLO:    Lo rna Goodman.  15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Ms .  Houdek ,  I  16 

know i t ' s  ve ry  hard  fo r  you - -  wha t  I 'm abou t  to  17 

ask  - -  18 

 MR.  CUTOLO:    I t  has  been adhered to  19 

s ince  then .   To  answer  you r  ques t i on ,  becau se I 'm 20 

ob l i ga ted  to  answer  the  ques t ion ,  d id  i t  go  to  21 

the  leg i s la tu re?   No  and  because  the  county  22 

a t to rney  a t  t ha t  t ime fe l t  i t  d id  no t  have to  go .  23 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I t  d id  no t  have 24 

to  go .   Okay .  25 
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 Ms .  Houdek ,  a re  you fami l i a r  w i th  th is  2 

ag reemen t?   I  know you 've  been  w i th  the  cou n ty  3 

a t to rney 's  o f f i ce  s ince  2008 ,  ac tua l l y  we l l  4 

be fo re  tha t .  5 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    F rom your  desc r ip t ion ,  I 'm  6 

no t  fami l i a r  w i th  i t .   Maybe  i f  you  shared i t  7 

w i th  me.   Hones t ly ,  i f  somebody had shared i t  8 

w i th  me ea r l i e r  in  the  day  today ,  I  spen t  t he  9 

who le  day  s i t t i ng  he re ,  I  p ro bab ly  cou ld  hav e 10 

g i ven you some more  in te l l igen t  responses t o  i t .   11 

So  i f  you  wan t  to  share  i t  w i th  me  now,  I 'd  be  12 

happy to  take  a  look  a t  i t  and  we cou ld  hav e  a  13 

d i scuss ion .  14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Su re .   We shou ld  15 

do  tha t .  16 

 My  nex t  ques t ion  ac tua l l y  t ie s  i n to  - -  17 

ac tua l l y  i t ' s  more  o f  a  concern .  18 

 I  th ink  Leg is la to r  W ink  h igh l i gh ted  the  19 

fac t  t ha t  the re  seems to  be  seve ra l  d i f f e re n t  20 

en t i t i es  tha t  have  asked  us  to  tab le ,  and I  21 

unders tand  Mr .  Foskey ' s  pos i t i on  - -  Commiss ioner  22 

Foskey 's  pos i t i on  tha t  no th ing 's  go ing  to  c hange  23 

be tween today  o r  two  weeks  f rom now and he wou ld  24 

u rge  us  to  do  th is .   I t  jus t  seems to  me  th en 25 
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ra ther  to  t r y  to  g ive  the  impress ion  to  the se 2 

en t i t i es ,  one  be ing  Mr .  Fa ruque Amin ,  anoth e r  3 

be ing  Mrs .  K imber l y  R ise r ,  she  i s  f rom the  4 

Academic  Sena te  Cha i r ,  ano the r  f rom Debra  D eSanto  5 

f rom the  NCST - -  I ' ve  go t  a  l o t  o f  t hem here .   6 

Bu t  ra ther  than  t r y ing  to  g i ve  them the  7 

appearance  tha t  we ' re  t r y ing  to  push  th i s  d own  8 

the i r  th roa ts ,  wou ldn ’ t  i t  be  more  p rudent  to  t r y  9 

to  see  i f  we  cou ld  schedu le  a  meet ing ,  ge t  t hem 10 

to  unders tand  exac t l y  what  the  Co l lege  i s  t r y ing  11 

to  do ,  i n  add i t i on  to  what  Mo l loy  i s  t ry ing  to  12 

do ,  and then  come back  and ,  you know,  in  th e  nex t  13 

coup le  o r  two  weeks  or  so  and  be  ab le  to  ha ve 14 

everybody on  board?  I t  makes  no  sense  to  ha ve  15 

some peop le  no t  on  board  and  some peop le  on  16 

board .   You may  ve ry  we l l  have  eve rybody  on  17 

board .   You may  have  the  Co l l ege ,  who ge ts  the  18 

answers  tha t  they  want .   They ' ve  asked  fo r  t h ings  19 

tha t  have been exp ressed  verba l l y  to  be  in  20 

wr i t ing .   A t  the  same t ime  yo u ' l l  have  each  and 21 

every  one o f  these  en t i t ies  i n  the  l oop and  be ing  22 

ab le  to  respond  acco rd ing l y .  23 

 I t ' s  j us t  a  be t te r  - -  you  guys  u l t imate l y  24 

w i l l  do  what  you  wan t  to  do .   Bu t  fo r  two w eeks ,  25 
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I  th ink  i t  wou ld  de f in i t e l y  bene f i t  a l l  o f  t hese  2 

en t i t i es  i nvo lved so  tha t  they  can  ge t  a  c l earer  3 

unders tand ing .  4 

 Mr .  Foskey ,  I ' l l  be  honest .   Outs ide  o f  5 

the  fac t  I 'm  no t  t oo  sure  - -  we have  wr i t ten  a  6 

l e t te r  t o  the  a t to rney  genera l  t o  t r y  to  ge t  some 7 

exp lanat ions  on  the  a l iena t ion  o f  pa rk land.   But  8 

ou ts ide  o f  t ha t ,  t he  dea l  tha t  you  have pu t  9 

fo rward ,  i t  appears  to  be  a  sound dea l .   I ' m  no t  10 

knock ing  i t  a t  a l l .    11 

 I ' ve  a lways  though t  tha t  you ' ve  a lways  12 

come to  the  l eg i s la tu re  we l l  p repared,  and f rom 13 

tha t  s tandpo in t  th is  i s  no t  d i f f e ren t .   F rom  our  14 

pos i t i on  i n  rega rds  to  the  dea l ,  i t  seems t o  be  a  15 

ve ry  cu t  and  dry  dea l  fo r  the  Coun ty .   So f rom 16 

tha t  s tandpo in t ,  i t  rea l l y  j us t  sounds  l i ke  i t  17 

needs to  be  exp lo red  and  exp la ined  to  the  18 

en t i t i es  tha t  a re  invo lved ,  wh i l e  a t  t he  sa me 19 

t ime  i t  cou ld  l end  some cred i b i l i t y  to  the  f o l ks  20 

tha t  have wr i t t en  us  l e t te rs  i n  the  las t  co up le  21 

o f  days  on  the i r  pos i t ion ,  as  we l l .  22 

 Would  two weeks  ac tua l l y  hur t  us ,  Mr .  23 

Foskey?  Wou ld  two  weeks  ac tua l l y  hu r t  us?  24 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    To  be  hones t  w i th  25 
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you,  yes  and  I ' l l  te l l  you  wh y .  2 

 When  Mol loy  came before  us  w i th  the  3 

o r ig ina l  s i t ua t i on  back  in  Bay  Park ,  j us t  N assau  4 

Commun i t y  Co l lege has  a  board ,  Mo l loy  has  a  5 

board .   Mo l l oy  cou ld  j us t  come fo rward  and go  6 

i t ' s  been two  weeks  f rom las t  week  and  i t  w as  7 

tab led ,  now ano the r  two weeks ,  and  they  cou l d  8 

wa lk  away f rom th i s  dea l ,  we  run  tha t  r i sk .   And  9 

then  nobody w ins  and  eve rybody  loses  here .   I  10 

don ' t  know what  to  te l l  you .   I t ' s  up  to  yo u .   11 

Bu t  I  th ink  tha t  t he re  comes  a  t ime tha t  yo u  cu t  12 

a  f i sh  ba i t .  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Commi ss ioner ,  I  14 

be l i eve ,  and  I 'm  not  speak ing  fo r  everyone here ,  15 

bu t  the  young  peop le  who  came he re  today  to  speak 16 

rega rd ing  th i s  con t rac t  were  concerned  more  abou t  17 

the  fac t  t ha t  t hey  d idn ' t  have  the  i n fo rmat ion .   18 

There ' s  no th ing  to  p rec lude us  f rom th is  po in t  i n  19 

t ime ,  even  a f te r  we vo te ,  to  ge t  t hose  youn g  20 

peop le  and  in fo rm them exac t l y  wha t  has  gon e  on,  21 

what  w i l l  go  on ,  and  tha t  they  w i l l  be  i nvo lved 22 

in  the  p rocess  when you ass ign  the  use  o f  t he  23 

f i e lds .  24 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Tha t ' s  co r rec t .   25 
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And I  spoke to  the  co l lege  p ro fessor  - -  I 'm  2 

so r ry ,  t he  ac t i ng  co l l ege pres iden t ,  and  I  agreed 3 

tha t  t he  tes t imony  I  gave you  today ,  I 'm  w i l l i ng  4 

to  cod i f y  tha t  i n  wr i t ing  to  a  l e t te r  to  th e  5 

Co l l ege.   I  have  no  prob lem w i th  s t i ck ing  b y  my 6 

word  and  pu t t ing  i t  in  w r i t in g  to  them.  7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Thank  you,  Mr .  8 

Foskey .  9 

 My  ques t ions  are  k ind  o f  genera l  i n  a  10 

sense and I 'm  no t  su re  who  can  answer  them.   I  do  11 

want  to  d i ve  back  in to  - -  i s  Ms.  Houdek s t i l l  12 

a round?  I f  you  cou ld  come up ,  p lease.  13 

 You had ment ioned be fo re ,  ear l ie r ,  you r  14 

reason ing  fo r  why you d idn ' t  be l ieve  th i s  w as an  15 

a l iena t ion  o f  pa rk land ,  and I  apprec ia te  yo u r  16 

op in ion .   We have wr i t ten  a  l e t te r  as  we l l ,  I 'm 17 

no t  su re  i f  you ' re  aware .   We have  wr i t t en  a  18 

l e t te r  t o  the  a t to rney  genera l  ask ing  fo r  19 

c la r i f i ca t ion .   The reason  I  b r i ng  th i s  up  - -  you  20 

dea l  w i th  th i s  s tu f f  a l l  t he  t ime bu t  we  de a l  21 

w i th  th i s  s tu f f  on  a  case-by- case bas i s .   Le t  me  22 

g i ve  you  an  example  o f  why  we  though t  there  was a  23 

concern .   24 

 I n  my d i s t r i c t  t he re  i s  a  p roper ty  tha t  25 
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the  coun ty  owns  tha t  we do  a  l ease  and  occu pancy  2 

ag reemen t  w i th  Co leman  Count ry .   A re  you  fa m i l ia r  3 

w i th  th i s  pa r t i cu la r  en t i t y?  4 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    Yes .  5 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Co leman Coun t ry ,  6 

f rom wha t  I  unders tand ,  had to  go  - -  ac tua l l y  7 

th is  was  a l i ena t ion  o f  park land - -  had  to  go  the  8 

two s teps  th rough the  Sta te  Leg is la tu re  in  o rder  9 

to  be  ab le  to  t r y  to  u t i l i ze  the  p roper t y .   Can 10 

you exp la in  to  me in  l ayman 's  te rms why th i s  i s  11 

so  much d i f f e ren t?  12 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    Okay .   Le t ' s  s ta r t  w i th  13 

Co leman.   Co leman was a  fo r -p ro f i t  day  camp  and 14 

they  enc roached  upon  a  p rese rve ,  a  perpe tua l  15 

p reserve  tha t  i s  supposed to  be  pe rpetua l l y  16 

p reserved fo r  w i ld  f lowers ,  r i ve rs  and  s t re ams ,  17 

and no t  the  k ind  o f  fac i l i t i es  tha t  the  Co l emans  18 

had I  be l i eve  i nadver ten t l y  bu i l t  on  tha t  19 

fac i l i t y .  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Yes .  21 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    So  in  o rde r  to  main ta in  22 

those s t ruc tu res  they  had to  ge t  t ha t  a l ien a t ion  23 

l eg i s la t ion  th rough the  leg i s la tu re .  24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Bu t  t he  25 
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s t ruc tures  came down.  2 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    Bu t  even  to  jus t  use  i t .   3 

You had a  pe rpe tua l  p reserve .   I t ' s  ve ry  4 

d i f f e ren t  than an  ex is t i ng  rec rea t iona l  fac i l i t y  5 

tha t ' s  be ing  upgraded th rough  a  pub l ic /p r iv a te  6 

pa r tne rsh ip  w i th  ano ther  non- fo r -p ro f i t  7 

i ns t i t u t ion .  8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Co leman wou ld  9 

a rgue tha t  t hey  upgraded  the  p roper t y .  10 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    No ,  no .   Upgraded the  11 

p roper ty  by  tak ing  down the  s t ruc tures?  Be cause  12 

tha t ' s  wha t  they  had  to  do .  13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     No .   Upgrade  the  14 

p roper ty  i n  the  sense - -  a re  you  fam i l ia r  w i th  15 

the  proper ty?  16 

 MS.  HOUDEK:   I  know where  i t  i s ,  sure .   17 

I t ' s  r igh t  o f f  Baby lon  Turnp ike .  18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I f  you 'd  l e t  me 19 

f i n i sh .   The  proper t y  ac tua l l y  has  l i ke  a  20 

wa te rway  tha t  ac tua l l y  goes  th rough there  a s  21 

we l l .   They  rou t ine l y  c leaned  up  the  waterw ay,  22 

someth ing  tha t  t he  county  neg lec ted  to  do .  23 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    R igh t .   Bu t  in  o rder  to  24 

occupy  tha t  and  in  o rder  to  have  a  rea l  es t a te  25 
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in te res t  i n  tha t ,  wh ich  they  have,  t hey  had  to  2 

ac tua l l y  go  th rough the  two s teps  o f  t he  St a te  3 

Leg is la tu re .  4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I  unders tand  5 

tha t .  6 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    I t ' s  a  d i f fe rence in  7 

bas i ca l l y  k ind  o f  the  ownersh ip  s t ruc ture  o f  t he  8 

l and  and  the  re la t ionsh ip  tha t  we have  unde r  the  9 

l aw w i th  them.  10 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Okay .   Fa i r  11 

enough .  12 

 Thank you,  Ms .  Houdek.  13 

 MS.  HOUDEK:    I 'm t r y ing  to  exp la in  i t .   14 

I t ' s  j us t  a  to ta l l y  d i f f e ren t ,  app les  and o ranges 15 

s i tua t ion  he re .  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     That ' s  a l l  f o r  17 

me .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  19 

Wa lker .  20 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    I  r ea l l y  don ' t  have  21 

any  fu r the r  ques t i ons ,  rea l l y  jus t  some com ments .  22 

 I  know - -  no t  t ha t  I  p re tend to  be  an  23 

exper t  on  tu r f  f ie lds ;  however ,  when  I  was  ove r  24 

as  a  counc i lwoman in  Oys te r  Bay  we  d id  pu t  i n  25 
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many  tu r f  f i e lds .   Jus t  the  use o f  t hose  f i e lds ,  2 

tha t  we cou ld  take  advan tage  o f ,  compared t o  wha t  3 

was there ,  some o f  t hem we  pu t  i n  in  a reas  w here  4 

there  was no  f i e ld  a t  a l l .   Bu t  to  be  ab le  to  use  5 

those f i e lds  bas ica l l y  eve ry  day ,  a  ve ry ,  v e ry  6 

shor t  t ime  span  cou ld  you no t  u t i l i ze  those  7 

f i e lds .   You  cou ld  have ra in  fo r  a  week,  wh ere  8 

you migh t  no t  be  ab le  to  use  a  park  f i e ld  fo r  9 

seve ra l  days ,  because by  the  t ime you cou ld  le t  10 

i t  d ry  ou t  o r  add c lay ,  add d i r t ,  o r  wha tev e r  you 11 

had to  do ,  i t  r ea l l y  wasn ' t  p layab le  fo r  a  good 12 

pe r iod  o f  t ime.   Now you  cou ld  use  those  f i e lds  13 

rea l l y  a lmos t  i ns tan t l y  a f te r  the  s to rm s to pped 14 

o r  even du r ing  a  s to rm becaus e  i t  wasn ' t  fu l l  o f  15 

mud or  wha tever .  16 

 Cer ta in l y ,  as  fa r  as  the  main tenance  on  17 

those f i e lds ,  yes ,  t he re  i s  ma in tenance bu t  i t  i s  18 

so  l i t t l e  compared  to  what  the  main tenance was  on  19 

those f i e lds  when they  were  d i r t ,  c l ay ,  o r  20 

whatever .   21 

 I  see  i t  as  a  w in-w in  s i tua t i on  fo r  us ,  22 

to  be  ab le  to  have  a  s ta te -o f - the-ar t  f i e ld  in  23 

ou r  coun ty  fo r  our  teams  to  be  ab le  to  use  those  24 

f i e lds .    25 
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 I  used  to  a t tend  the  f ie ld  a l l oca t ion  2 

meet ings  ove r  i n  the  Town o f  Oys te r  Bay .   N ow,  3 

g ran ted ,  I  wasn ' t  s i t t ing  w i th  the  co l lege t eams  4 

o r  wha teve r .   Bu t  I  wou ld  s i t  w i th  them.   M any  o f  5 

them,  i t  was  la rge  g roups  o f  peop le  tha t  we re  6 

vy ing  fo r  the  use o f  t hose  f i e lds ,  and  we a lways  7 

worked  i t  ou t  and made  i t  wo rk .   The re  were  t imes 8 

someth ing  spec ia l  wou ld  come up and a l l  the  9 

p layers  invo lved  wou ld  a lways  make  i t  wo rk .   And  10 

I  t ru l y  be l i eve  tha t  our  parks  commiss ioner ,  as  11 

he  sa id ,  he  cer ta in l y  wou ld  no t  go  back  on  h is  12 

word  and  pu t  i t  on  the  record .  13 

 I t  i s  someth ing  tha t  we want  to  see be  a  14 

p lus  fo r  a l l  o f  ou r  s tuden ts  tha t  cou ld  use  i t ,  15 

be  i t  f r om Mo l loy ,  be  i t  f rom Nassau  Commun i ty  16 

and ce r ta in l y  fo r  ou r  res iden ts  too ,  t o  be  ab le  17 

to  en joy  a  f i e ld  such as  tha t ,  and  inv i te  t eams 18 

f rom out  o f  t he  area .  19 

 I  know fo r  us  i n  the  Town o f  Oys te r  Bay ,  20 

when  we 'd  have teams  come f rom o ther  towns t o  21 

p lay  i n  H icksv i l le ,  Massapequa ,  o r  i n  P la in v iew,  22 

wherever  i t  m igh t  be ,  peop le  were  jus t  23 

as ton ished .   They  wou ld  a lways  say  can ' t  we  have  24 

th is  i n  ou r  commun i t y?   Can ' t  we  have th is  i n  the  25 
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Town o f  Hemps tead,  Town o f  Nor th  Hemps tead o r  the  2 

Coun ty?   I 'm  ve ry  happy to  see  us  mov ing  fo r ward  3 

and do ing  ar rangements  l i ke  th is ,  tha t  we c an pu t  4 

s ta te -o f - the -a r t  f ie lds  in  ou r  county .  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  Dunne .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     I f  ou r  commiss ioner  7 

o f  parks  cou ld  come back  to  the  mic  jus t  rea l  8 

qu ick .    9 

 There  w i l l  be  no  harm to  Nassau Commun i t y  10 

Co l l ege.   I t  w i l l  no t  be  hur t  in  any  way ,  s hape,  11 

o r  f o rm.   They  have use o f  Nassau Coun ty  12 

fac i l i t i es ,  j us t  l i ke  a lways .   They ' l l  be  m ade  13 

who le .   They  cou ld  even use those f i e lds ,  w hen  14 

ava i lab le ,  t he  f ie ld  tha t ' s  be ing  made  - -  15 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Cor rec t .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     and  fo r  p layo f f s  o r  17 

whatever .  18 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    P layo f f s ,  19 

p rac t i ce ,  games .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Nassau Commun i t y  21 

w i l l  no t  be  harmed  in  any  way ,  shape ,  o r  fo rm.  22 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Cor rec t .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Thank  you  very  much .   24 

You go t  my  vo te .  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  79 Rules Committee – 3 - 18- 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  o the r  2 

comments?  3 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Madame Pres id ing  4 

O f f i ce r ,  a t  t h i s  t ime,  g iven  the  fac t  tha t  t he  5 

Co l l ege has  asked fo r  an  oppor tun i ty  to  d ia l ogue ,  6 

I 'm go ing  to  move to  tab le  th i s  i t em.  7 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I ' l l  second  i t .  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:     We have  a  mot ion  9 

to  tab le .   A l l  t hose  in  favo r  o f  t ab l i ng  in d ica te  10 

by  say ing  aye? 11 

 (Aye . )  12 

 Those opposed? 13 

 (Nay . )  14 

 The mo t ion  to  tab le  has  been  defea ted  15 

four  to  th ree .  16 

 Now fo r  the  i tem - -  17 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Ho ld  on  one 18 

second .   I  ha te  to  be  un fa i r  t o  Mrs .  Houdek ,  19 

because she ac tua l l y  j us t  go t  th is  i tem,  sh e  jus t  20 

ac tua l l y  go t  the  documen t  tha t  I  was  re fe r r i ng  21 

to .   D id  you  ge t  a  chance to  l ook  a t  i t  qu i ck l y ,  22 

Mrs .  Houdek?   I ’m so r ry .   I  know i t ' s  no t  t he  23 

fa i res t  o f  c i rcums tances  and  I  acknowledge tha t .   24 

Jus t  t o  ge t  you r  op in ion  o f  i t .  25 
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 MS.  HOUDEK:    There ' s  no  reason why th is  2 

ag reemen t  and  the  Mo l loy  Co l l ege  agreement  c an ' t  3 

be  read ha rmon ious ly  so  tha t  t hey  can be  4 

e f fec tua ted  i n  concer t  w i th  the  Commiss ione r  o f  5 

Pub l ic  Works  adequate l y  th rough Ms .  Mus ig  6 

(phone t i c )  who has  been do ing  i t  f o r  yea rs ,  7 

adequa te ly  schedu le  t ime  fo r  bo th  organ iza t i ons  8 

a t  t h i s  fac i l i t y .   And  as  we l l  as  th is  par t i cu la r  9 

ag reemen t  covers  many o f  t he  o ther  Nassau C oun ty  10 

fac i l i t i es ,  wh ich  the  pa rk  u t i l i zes ,  such a s  11 

Cant iague and  E isenhower ,  where  we  have 12 

adequa te ly  accommoda ted the  Co l l ege fo r  yea rs  in  13 

a l l  o f  t hose  fac i l i t ies  w i th  eve rybody  e lse  who 14 

u t i l i zes  them.    15 

 Th is  i s  no t  a  s i tua t ion  o f  w inner  take  16 

a l l ;  I  t h ink  tha t ' s  been  made  abundant ly  c l ear  17 

today .   That  was  no t  t he  i n ten t  o f  t he  agre ement ,  18 

and i t ' s  cer ta in ly  no t  t he  way  the  commiss i one r  19 

o f  parks  does  bus iness ,  no r  the  way Ms .  Mus ig  has  20 

run  these f i e lds  so  we l l  f o r  yea rs .  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Thank  you.  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you ve ry  23 

much ,  Ms .  Houdek .  24 

 Now fo r  the  vo te .   A l l  t hose  in  favo r  o f  25 
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th is  i tem p lease  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  2 

 (Aye . )  3 

 Any  opposed?  4 

 (Nay . )  5 

 Abs ta in?  6 

 (Abs ta in . )  7 

 We have four  yes ,  two abs ten t i ons ,  one  8 

nay .   The i t em passes  four - tw o-one .  9 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Madame Pres id ing  10 

O f f i ce r ,  I  want  to  exp la in  by  abs ten t i on .   My 11 

abs ten t i on  i s  because I  fe l t  I  j us t  needed more  12 

t ime  to  answer  ques t ions  tha t  the  Co l l ege ha d in  13 

wr i t ing .  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I 'm hop ing ,  15 

Leg is la to r  Jacobs,  t ha t  tha t  w i l l  be  the  ca se,  no  16 

ma t te r  wha t  happened  here  today .  17 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  hope so .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    And I  be l i eve  19 

tha t  t he  commiss ione r  w i l l  do  i t .  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    We ha ve one more  21 

i t em.   I t ' s  a  cont rac t ,  aga in ,  t h i s  one I  b e l i eve  22 

was tab led ,  and  we  need to  move to  un- tab le  i t .   23 

 Cont rac t  E -150-12,  a  con t rac t  w i th  county  24 

a t to rney  and  Leven tha l  &  S l i ney ,  LLP .  25 
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 Mo t ion  to  un - tab le?  2 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  3 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  5 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Wa lke r .  6 

 Now,  we don ' t  - -  we need  a  vo te  to  un-7 

tab le  th is  i t em.  8 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  un - tab l i ng  I tem E-9 

150 s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  10 

 (Aye . )  11 

 Any  nays?  12 

 (Nay . )  13 

 We ' re  un - tab l i ng  i t .   I t  car r i es  fou r  to  14 

th ree .  15 

 Now,  I  be l ieve  the  i tem has  been  un-16 

tab led .   Now who  i s  he re  to  speak on  th i s  i t em?  17 

L i sa ,  p lease  speak  to  us .  18 

 MR.  MAY:    I t ' s  Ms .  L i sa  Locu r to  f rom the  19 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s  o f f i ce .  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you ve ry  21 

much ,  Mr .  May .  22 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Good a f te rnoon .   Th is  i s  a  23 

cont rac t  f o r  counse l  t o  the  Board  o f  E th ics .   24 

Leventha l  &  S l i ney ,  wh ich  has  now changed i t s  25 
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f i rm 's  name to  Leven tha l ,  Curc io .  2 

 S teve Leventha l  has  se rved  as  the  3 

Cha i rman  o f  t he  Nassau  County  Board  o f  E th i cs .   4 

He  i s  a  recogn ized  exper t  in  governmen t  e th i cs .   5 

He  teaches  e th i cs  fo r  the  New York  S ta te  6 

Assoc ia t ion  o f  Count ies ,  t he  New York  Confe rence  7 

o f  Mayors ,  and i s  rou t ine l y  asked to  commen t  to  8 

the  press  about  h i s  f i e ld  o f  exper t i se .  9 

 Fo r  these reasons,  we ' re  ask ing  the  10 

l eg i s la tu re  to  app rove  the  con t rac t  to  p rov ide  a  11 

counse l  to  the  Board  o f  E th i cs  and  to  be  an  12 

e f fec t ive  resource  fo r  t he  County .  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Ques t ions  o f  Ms.  14 

Locu r to?  15 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Jus t  a  qu i ck  ques t ion .  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  W ink .  17 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Ms.  Locur to ,  th is  18 

cont rac t  cove rs  a  pe r iod  o f  t ime  f rom Febru a ry  1 ,  19 

2012  unt i l  January  31 ,  2013.   I s  t ha t  co r re c t?  20 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .   I  be l ieve  so .  21 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    So i t  ac tu a l l y  cove rs  22 

an  en t i re  pe r iod  o f  t ime  when  the  work  has  23 

a l ready  been  done and now we ' re  go ing  to  pa y  fo r  24 

tha t  work .  25 
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 MS.  LOCURTO:    Wel l ,  i n i t i a l l y  t he  2 

cont rac t ,  when i t  was  presen ted  to  the  3 

l eg i s la tu re ,  the  major i t y  o f  t he  work  had n o t  4 

been  done or  any  o f  the  work  has  been done.   I t ' s  5 

been  tab led  fo r  a  long  per iod  o f  t ime.   So my - -  6 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Wel l ,  i f  I 'm no t  7 

m is taken ,  th i s  was  - -  8 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    unders tand ing  i s  tha t  work  9 

has  no t  p roceeded,  wa i t i ng  fo r  t he  approva l  o f  10 

th is  con t rac t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I f  I 'm no t  mis taken ,  12 

as  I  sa id ,  t he  i n i t i a l  t e rm was supposed  to  beg in  13 

Februa ry  1 ,  2012 .   And  to  my  knowledge  th is  i t em 14 

was tab led  June  25 ,  2012 ,  and  is  now be ing  un-15 

tab led  March  18 ,  2013,  and  the  end  da te  o f  t h i s  16 

cont rac t  was  January  31 ,  2013 .   Are  any  o f  t hose  17 

da tes  wrong?   Has Mr .  Leventha l  been  do ing  th i s  18 

j ob  s ince  Februa ry  1 ,  2012?  19 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    He se rves  on  the  counse l  20 

fo r  the  Board  o f  E th ics .   He ' s  a  member  o f  t he  21 

Board  o f  E th i cs ,  i s  my  reco l l ec t ion .   Work  has  22 

been  - -  there  was a  prev ious  con t rac t  fo r  co unse l  23 

to  the  Board  o f  E th i cs .   Tha t  cont rac t  has  24 

ce r ta in  mon ies  s t i l l  ava i l ab le  i n to  i t ,  bu t  the  25 
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cont rac t  has  no t  been to ta l l y  exhaus ted .   W e had  2 

asked tha t  a  new con t rac t  be  pu t  i n  p lace .   Work  3 

has  no t  p roceeded un t i l  tha t  con t rac t  i s  in  4 

p lace ,  t he  new con t rac t  i s  i n  p lace .  5 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    He ' s  been  serv ing  i n  6 

the  capac i ty  as  counse l  to  the  Board  o f  E th i cs ,  7 

hasn ' t  he?  8 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes ,  he  has .  9 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I n  po in t  o f  f ac t ,  t h i s  10 

cont rac t  wou ld  pay  h im fo r  t he  work  tha t ' s  done -11 

-  I  mean ,  there ' s  no  work  to  be  done  12 

p rospect ive l y  based on  th i s  cont rac t ,  r i gh t ,  13 

based on  the  cu r ren t  t e rm?  14 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Based  on the  cu r ren t  te rm,  15 

no .   We wou ld  have  to  submi t  a  new con t rac t  i f  16 

fu r the r  se rv i ces  were  requ i red .  17 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  tha t  new cont rac t  18 

I 'm assuming  wou ld  go  f rom February  1 ,  2013  19 

fo rward .  20 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Cor rec t .  21 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    So a l ready  we ' re  a  22 

month  and a  ha l f  i n to  tha t  new con t rac t  per i od ,  23 

and work  hav ing  been  done in  those  las t  s ix  24 

weeks .  25 
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 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .  2 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I sn ' t  t h i s  the  type  o f  3 

th ing  tha t  Compt ro l l e r  D iNapo l i  op ined  abou t  i n  4 

h i s  aud i t  on  the  county ' s  con t rac tua l  appro va l  5 

p rocess?  6 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Wel l ,  as  you know,  i t  7 

takes  a  ve ry  long t ime  to  ge t  a  cont rac t  th rough  8 

the  process ,  and  I  t h ink  tha t ' s  what  the  9 

compt ro l le r  op ined  upon,  and  the  d i f f i cu l t i es  o f  10 

mov ing  con t rac ts .   The  county  a t to rney 's  o f f i ce  11 

submi t ted  the  cont rac t  bu t  t he  l eg is la tu re  chose  12 

to  tab le  i t .   Un fo r tunate l y  i t  has  taken  un t i l  13 

now fo r  the  l eg i s la tu re  to  un - tab le  the  con t rac t .   14 

However ,  t he re  a re  p ress ing  l ega l  needs and  15 

i ssues  tha t  a r i se  tha t  t he  county  a t to rney ' s  16 

o f f i ce  mus t  add ress .   As  much  as  poss ib le ,  we 17 

address  those  i ssues  i n -house ,  somet imes  we  may 18 

need  to  seek  counse l  t o  ass i s t  us  w i th  i t .   I  19 

l eave i t  i n  the  hands o f  t he  l eg is la tu re  as  to  20 

whethe r  o r  no t  t hey  w ish  to  approve th is  21 

cont rac t .   Bu t  I  wou ld  u rge  you to  app rove the  22 

cont rac t  so  tha t  we have  the  va luab le  resou rce  23 

tha t  we need  to  ass i s t  t he  Board  o f  E th i cs .  24 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Ms.  Locur to ,  what  i f  25 
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we  don ' t  app rove  th i s  cont rac t?  2 

 One o f  t he  th ings  I  v i v id l y  reca l l  f rom 3 

the  s ta te  compt ro l le r ' s  aud i t  was  tha t  t he  county  4 

made  abundan t ly  c lea r ,  t ime and aga in ,  t h ro ughou t  5 

the i r  con t rac ts  tha t  i f  you  run  the  r i sk  an d  do  6 

the  work  w i thou t  a  con t rac t  i n  p lace ,  you w on ' t  7 

ge t  pa id .  8 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Unders tood.   And Mr .  - -  9 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I s  tha t  t he  p lan  in  10 

case  th i s  doesn ' t  ge t  approved?  11 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Mr .  Leven tha l  has  no t  been 12 

compensa ted fo r  any  work  tha t  he  has  per fo r med .   13 

So  he is  - -  14 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    We ' re  ask ing  15 

au thor iza t ion  to  compensate  h im fo r  the  wor k  he ' s  16 

a l ready  done .  17 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I 'm  ask ing  you  to  app rove  18 

the  cont rac t  so  tha t  t he  coun ty  a t to rney 's  o f f i ce  19 

and the  Board  o f  E th ics  has  a ccess  to  counse l  20 

when  necessa ry .  21 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Which  they ' ve  had  fo r  22 

the  las t  yea r  w i thou t  a  cont rac t .  23 

 I  saw a  grea t  dea l  o f  saber  ra l l y i ng  on  24 

the  pa r t  o f  t he  coun ty  a t to rney ' s  o f f i ce  in  th is  25 
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repo r t  i nd ica t i ng  tha t  eve rybody  knows  i f  yo u  2 

work  w i thout  the  con t rac t  be ing  approved ,  y ou run  3 

the  r i sk  o f  no t  ge t t ing  pa id .   My ques t ion  i s  do  4 

we  ac tua l l y  p lan  to  l i ve  by  tha t  o r  i s  t ha t  jus t  5 

words?  6 

 MS.  LOCURTO:     I  guess  I  don ' t  7 

unders tand  your  ques t i on .  8 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I  t h ink  yo u  unders tand 9 

my  ques t ion  very  we l l ,  Ms.  Locur to ,  w i th  a l l  due  10 

respec t .   My  ques t ion ,  t o  the  ex ten t  t ha t  i t ' s  11 

rhe tor ica l ,  my ques t ion  is  i sn ' t  i t  t r ue  th a t  the  12 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s  o f f i ce  takes  the  pos i t ion  tha t  13 

i f  you  per fo rm serv i ces  fo r  t h is  county  w i t hou t  a  14 

cont rac t  be ing  au tho r i zed by  th i s  Leg is la tu re ,  t o  15 

the  ex ten t  t ha t  i t ' s  necessa ry  to  ge t  appro va ls  -16 

-  17 

 MS.  LOCURTO:   R igh t .   They  don ’ t  ge t  18 

pa id .  19 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:   tha t  you  run  the  r i sk  20 

o f  no t  ge t t i ng  pa id .  21 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Tha t ' s  abso lu te ly  r igh t .  22 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    So,  i n  po in t  o f  f ac t  -23 

-  24 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Tha t ' s  what  we 've  sa id .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR WINK:    So,  i n  po in t  o f  f ac t ,  2 

we ' re  approv ing  a  cont rac t  t ha t  began a lmos t  14  3 

months  ago  and ended  s ix  weeks  ago  to  pay  f o r  4 

somebody  to  do  work  know ing he  d id  no t  have  a  5 

cont rac t  i n  p lace  a t  t ha t  t ime .  6 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I f  you  don ' t  want  to  vo te  7 

fo r  the  cont rac t ,  Leg is la to r ,  then  i t ' s  you r  8 

p rerogat ive  no t  to  vo te  fo r  t he  cont rac t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I t  jus t  seems to  me  10 

tha t ,  you  know,  i f  we te l l  t he  s ta te  compt r o l l e r  11 

tha t  we make  i t  abundant ly  c lear  tha t  i f  yo u  work  12 

w i thou t  a  con t rac t  you  don ' t  ge t  pa id ,  do  w e  p lan  13 

on  l i v ing  by  tha t?   I  wou ld  submi t  t o  you t he  14 

answer  i s  no ,  t ha t  t ha t ' s  ac tua l l y ,  in  fac t ,  15 

no th ing  bu t  rhe tor ic  on  the  pa r t  o f  th is  co unty .  16 

 MR.  MAY:    Leg is la to r ,  I  j us t  want  to  17 

s tep  i n  he re  fo r  a  second s ince  we ' re  ta lk i ng  18 

abou t  the  s ta te  compt ro l le r ' s  aud i t ,  wh ich  I  was  19 

p re t ty  much d i rec ted  fo r  t he  admin is t ra t ion .  20 

 You w i l l  no te  tha t  t he  compt r o l l e r  d id  21 

no t  f i nd  i n  any  ins tance  the re  was  any  k ind  o f  22 

check  pa id  p r io r  t o  approva l .  23 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    R igh t .   My  po in t  24 

s imp ly  i s  though  tha t  the  coun ty  a t to rney  m akes 25 
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i t  abundan t l y  c lea r  in  the i r  rhe to r i c  tha t  eve ry  2 

vendor  i s  a t  r i sk  o f  no t  ge t t i ng  pa id  i f  the y  do  3 

work  p r io r  t o  the  approva l  o f  a  cont rac t .   Here  4 

we  a re  - -   5 

 MR.  MAY:    That  i s  cor rec t .   And  as  the  -6 

-  7 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    a  con t rac t  - -  a  8 

cont rac t  whose te rms  have a l ready  exp i red ,  we ' re  9 

now be ing  asked  to  re t roac t i ve ly  pay .  10 

 MR.  MAY:    That ' s  f i ne .   But  you ' re  11 

mak ing  a  s ta tement  o r  you ' re  mak ing  12 

represen ta t i ons  abou t  the  s ta te  compt ro l le r ' s  13 

aud i t .   I  wou ld  jus t  l i ke  to  po in t  ou t  f o r  t he  14 

reco rd  tha t  t he  coun ty  has  no t  pa id  on  any  15 

cont rac t  t ha t  has  no t  rece ived  approva l  by  the  16 

Ru les  Commi t tee ,  by  NIFA - -  17 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  I 'm  no t  mak ing  18 

a l lega t ions  - -  19 

 MR.  MAY:    by  anybody.  20 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  Mr .  May ,  you know 21 

fu l l  we l l  I 'm  no t  mak ing  those  a l l egat ions .   Wha t  22 

I  am c la im ing  i s  t ha t  a l l  the  saber  ra t t l in g  and  23 

a l l  the  rhe to r i c  o f  the  coun ty  a t to rney ' s  o f f i ce  24 

l i ke ly  comes  to  naught  when we  a re  s ix  week s  pas t  25 
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the  end o f  a  con t rac t  and now we ' re  go ing  t o  pay  2 

fo r  las t  yea r .   And by  the  t ime we  get  t he  nex t  3 

cont rac t  t ha t  w i l l  cover  the  l as t  s i x  weeks  and 4 

nex t  t en  and  a  ha l f  months ,  i t  cou ld  be  a t  t he  5 

end o f  t ha t  t e rm.  6 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     A re  you  say ing  we  7 

shou ld  s t i f f  them? 8 

 MR.  MAY:    Jus t  as  a  po in t  o f  9 

c la r i f i ca t ion  - -  10 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I 'm  say ing  tha t  - -   11 

 MR.  MAY:    t he  con t rac t  has  been  on f i le  12 

fo r  a  year  - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    i f  the  coun ty  14 

a t to rney 's  words  have any  mer i t  - -  15 

 MR.  MAY:    and a  ha l f .  16 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    t hen Mr .  Leventha l  17 

knew o r  shou ld  have known tha t  he  runs  the  r i sk  18 

o f  no t  ge t t i ng  pa id  fo r  hav ing  done a l l  th i s  work  19 

fo r  12  mon ths  w i thou t  a  cont rac t .   Tha t ' s  wh at  20 

I 'm say ing .  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  W ink ,  22 

you may be  r i gh t  i n  tha t  rega rd .   Bu t  I  th i nk  23 

what  the  s ta te  compt ro l l e r ,  Mr .  D iNapo l i ,  h as  24 

asked o f  us ,  i s  to  rev iew ou r  cont rac t  p roc ess  25 
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and come up w i th  a  p lan  to  make i t  be t te r .   I  was  2 

read ing  i t  t he  o ther  n igh t  and  I  sa id  to  my se l f ,  3 

i t ' s  a lmos t  l ud i c rous  to  be l i eve  tha t  th is  i s  how 4 

we  dea l  w i th  the  con t rac ts  i n  th is  county .  5 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  Madam Pres id ing  6 

O f f i ce r  - -  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Bu t  we  can ' t  have 8 

Mr .  Leventha l  go  w i thout  be in g  pa id  fo r  the  work  9 

tha t  he ' s  done.  10 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  Madame Pres id ing  11 

O f f i ce r ,  I  concu r  w i th  you r  sent imen ts  and I  12 

concur  w i th  the  fac t  t ha t  i t  i s  a  lud i c rous  13 

sys tem tha t  we have.   Bu t  wha t  I 'm  a lso  14 

h igh l i gh t i ng  he re  is  t he  fac t  tha t  we ' re  a l ready  15 

i n to  the  nex t  round o f  l ud ic rous  con t rac ts  tha t  16 

haven ' t  even  been pu t  fo rward  to  th i s  17 

l eg i s la tu re .  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You a re  19 

abso lu te ly  r i gh t .   Bu t  i t  doesn ' t  excuse  us  fo r  20 

no t  pay ing  Mr .  Leven tha l  t he  money  tha t  he ' s  due .   21 

Because we ' re  remiss  doesn ' t  make i t  r igh t .  22 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I t  seems to  me i t ' s  a  23 

sys temic  p rob lem tha t  we  have  he re .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Hope fu l l y  we ' re  25 
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go ing  to  cor rec t  i t ,  Mr .  W ink .  2 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  we ' re  dea l i ng  w i th  3 

a  lawyer  who  shou ld  have  know n bet te r .  4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I  apo log ize .   5 

Yes ,  eve rybody i s  look ing  to  go  home.   I  kn ow.  6 

 How are  you,  Mr .  May  and  Ms.  Locur to?  7 

 MR.  MAY:   I  can  s tay  a l l  n igh t ,  so  i f  you  8 

guys  a re  i n te res ted .  9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Leg is la to r  W ink  10 

went  i n to  th i s  qu i te  a  b i t .   The  per iod  tha t  11 

we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  i s  f rom when  to  when  ag a in?   12 

Februa ry  1 ,  2012  to  Februa ry  1 ,  2013 .   I s  t ha t  13 

abou t  r i gh t ,  Ms .  Locur to?  14 

 MR.  MAY:    Acco rd ing  to  the  s ta f f  summary  15 

i t  i s  f rom February  1 ,  2012 to  January  31 ,  2013.  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     The spec ia l  17 

counse l  to  the  Board  o f  E th i cs  here  in  Nass au 18 

wou ld  be  go ing  fo rward  a f te r  t ha t  po in t  i s  s t i l l  19 

Mr .  Leventha l?  20 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Who i s  cur ren t ly  22 

- -  so  f rom February  2013  to  p resen t ,  who  is  the  23 

spec ia l  counse l  fo r  the  Board  o f  E th ics?  24 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    We wou ld  renew wi th  25 
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Leventha l  aga in .  2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Aga in?  3 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .  4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I 'm a  l i t t le  5 

t roub led  by  th i s .  6 

 A re  you aware  tha t  Mr .  Leven tha l ' s  f i rm 7 

was represen t ing  the  Suf fo lk  County  Board  o f  8 

E th i cs  dur ing  tha t  case where  the  grand ju r y  9 

wro te  a  ve ry  sca th ing  repo r t ,  as  we l l  as  th e  10 

compt ro l le r ' s  o f f i ce ,  ind i ca te  the  m isuse o f  11 

board  by  the  Su f fo lk  County  execut ive  to  pun ish  12 

h i s  enemies  and  ass i s t  w i th  f r iends?   Are  y ou 13 

aware  o f  t ha t?  14 

 MS.  LOCURTO:   I  am not  aware  o f  tha t  case 15 

tha t  you ' re  speak ing  o f  Leg is la to r .   I 'm  so r ry .  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     You ' re  no t  aware  17 

o f  t he  g rand  ju ry  sca th ing  repor t  ind i ca t in g  tha t  18 

Su f fo l k  Coun ty  E th ics  Board ,  wh ich  Mr .  19 

Leventha l ' s  f i rm  counse led  them,  you ' re  no t  aware  20 

o f  t ha t?  21 

 MS.  LOCURTO:   I 'm no t  aware  o f  i t ,  no .  22 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Are  you aware  23 

tha t  Mr .  Leventha l ,  and we ' l l  ve r i f y  t h i s ,  by  the  24 

Su f fo l k  Coun ty  Compt ro l l e r ' s  O f f i ce  has  bee n  25 
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found to  engage  in  ove r  b i l l i ng?   Are  you a ware  2 

o f  t ha t?  3 

 MS.  LOCURTO:   I  am not  aware  o f  tha t ,  no .  4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Do  you  fee l  the  5 

p r ice  tha t ' s  be ing  asked  fo r  us  to  pay  i s  f a i r?  6 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I  be l ieve  i t  i s  because  i t  7 

i s  sub jec t  t o  the  Nassau  Coun ty  pane l  ra tes  8 

es tab l i shed fo r  spec ia l  counse l .   The spec i a l  9 

counse l  ra tes  i n  Nassau Coun ty  a re  the  l owe s t  in  10 

a l l  the  coun t ies  o f  New York  S ta te .   The  ra tes  11 

have  no t  been  ra ised  in  the  pas t  15  years .   I  12 

be l i eve  compared  to  the  hour l y  b i l l i ng  ra tes  o f  13 

f i rms in  the  pr i va te  sec to r  i t  i s  more  than  fa i r .  14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Le t  me  f i l l  you  15 

i n ,  because th i s  was  someth ing  tha t  goes  ba ck  a  16 

coup le  o f  yea rs  w i th  the  Suf fo lk  County  E th i cs  17 

Board .   I  don ' t  know i f  you  saw i t .   I t  was  18 

p re t ty  ex tens ive .   I t  was  on  the  f ron t  page  o f  19 

Newsday.   Bu t  i t  t a l ked abou t  how the  count y  20 

execut ive ,  i n  con junc t ion  w i th  the  Board  o f  21 

E th i cs ,  used  th i s  as  a  mechan ism to  pun ish  and  22 

t r y  to  sc ru t i n i ze  and pre t ty  much embar rass ed 23 

some o ther  peop le  th rough the  use o f  t h i s  b oard .   24 

None  o f  th is  reco l lec ts?   Mr .  May,  does  i t  25 
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reco l l ec t  w i th  you?  2 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    No.  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     No ,  Mr .  May.  4 

 MR.  MAY:    I 'm sor ry .   The  ques t ion  5 

aga in ,  s i r?  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Le t  me  f i l l  you  7 

back  i n .   The  g rand ju ry  i n  Su f fo l k  Coun ty  8 

de te rm ined  tha t  the  Su f fo l k  Coun ty  E th ics  B oard ,  9 

du r ing  a  per iod  tha t  was  sub jec t  t o  a  sca th ing  10 

g rand ju ry  repo r t  de ta i l ing  m isuse  o f  the  B oard  11 

as  by  the  county  execu t i ve  as  a  too l  t o  pun ish  12 

h i s  enemies  and  ass i s t  w i th  f r iends .  13 

 MR.  MAY:    You ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  fo rmer  14 

Su f fo l k  Coun ty  Execu t i ve  S teve  Levy?  15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Yes ,  I  am.  16 

 MR.  MAY:    That  i s  vague ly  rem in iscent  o f  17 

a  Newsday  a r t i c l e  tha t  may  ha ve been  severa l  18 

months  - -  I  don ' t  even  rememb er  when  - -  the  19 

cu r ren t  Su f fo lk  Coun ty  execu t i ve  was  e lec te d .   I  20 

cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you  exac t l y  how long  ago  tha t  was.  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I t  goes  back  a  22 

coup le  o f  yea rs  w i th  County  Execut ive  Levy .   23 

 My  po in t  i s  - -  my grea te r  po in t  i s  t he  24 

Su f fo l k  Coun ty  E th ics  Board ,  wh ich  was  foun d  to  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  97 Rules Committee – 3 - 18- 13 

be  caugh t  a  par t  o f  th is  repo r t ,  t he  counse l  t ha t  2 

they  rece ived  was Mr .  Leventha l ' s .  3 

 MR.  MAY:    Okay .  4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     I t  j us t  seems to  5 

me  - -  look .   You  guys  are  go i ng  to  vo te  fo r  th is  6 

any  way you see  f i t .   I t  j us t  seems to  me t ha t  7 

there ' s  jus t  go t  t o  be  somebody e l se  ou t  th e re ,  8 

tha t  somebody  tha t ' s  a t tached  to  a  g rand  ju ry  9 

repo r t  t ha t  t a l ks  abou t  misuse  o f  the  board ,  as  10 

we l l  as  the  coun ty  execu t i ve  a t  tha t  t ime,  t o  11 

pun ish  h is  enemies  and  ass is t  w i th  f r i ends ,  i t  12 

j us t  seems l i ke  we  can ' t  - -  t here ' s  nobody e lse  13 

i n  the  fa rm sys tem?  I 'm  sure  you guys  can ge t  14 

somebody  e lse  be fo re  here  tha t  we can proba b ly  15 

a l l  suppor t .   Bu t  today ,  t h i s  i s  - -  yeah ,  I  know.  16 

 What  we ' re  a lso  acknow ledg ing  today  is  17 

tha t  f rom Februa ry  2013 beyond  th i s  po in t ,  t o  18 

p resen t ,  he ' s  s t i l l  a round ,  wh ich  to  make d oesn ' t  19 

make  much sense ,  un less  peop le  j us t  d idn ' t  know 20 

th is  was  go ing  on  or  maybe  we  jus t  don ' t  ca re .   21 

Bu t  the  fac t  remains  tha t  th i s  - -  a l r i gh t .   We  22 

don ' t  know.   Bu t  now we know.   So why is  he  s t i l l  23 

a round?  24 

 Look .   I  l i ke  you,  Ms.  Locur to .   I  25 
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honest ly  do .   And I  don ' t  wan t  to  pu t  you i n  a  2 

tough pos i t i on .   I 'm  no t  go ing  to  cont inue to  ask  3 

you ques t ions .   These are  ques t ions  fo r  the  4 

coun ty  a t to rney .   The coun ty  a t to rney  shou l d  5 

b r ing  h imse l f  down  here  and answer  these  6 

ques t ions .  7 

 Obv ious l y ,  i f  t h is  i s  a  spec ia l  counse l  8 

cont rac t  t ha t  he  wan ts  to  see  f i t ,  I  r ecomm end  we 9 

tab le  un t i l  Mr .  C iampo l i  can  f ind  h imse l f  t he  10 

t ime  to  come down he re  and  an swer  these 11 

ques t ions .   Because I  f i nd  i t  ha rd  to  be l ie ve  12 

tha t  he  d id  no t  know th i s  abou t  Mr .  Leventh a l ' s  13 

f i rm .   I f  Mr .  C iampo l i  i s  s t i l l  i n  t he  bu i l d ing ,  14 

I  ask  h im to  come down;  i f  no t ,  I  wou ld  req ues t  15 

tha t  we tab le  so  tha t  bas i ca l l y  we  can  have  the  16 

oppor tun i t y  to  ask  h im the  pr udent  ques t ions  17 

abou t  th is .   I  don ' t  t h ink  i t ' s  fa i r  t ha t  h e  send 18 

Ms .  Locu r to  down  here ,  because  obv ious ly  th i s  i s  19 

no t  an  agreemen t  - -  he 's  no t  i n  the  bu i l d in g?  20 

He 's  no t  i n  town .    21 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Can  I  ask  you  22 

someth ing?   Cou ld  you request  on  beha l f  o f  t he  23 

Ru les  Commi t tee  an  op in ion  by  the  coun ty  a t to rney  24 

to  p lease reac t  to  the  ques t ion ing  tha t  jus t  wen t  25 
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on  about  th i s  f i rm ,  th is  person,  so  tha t  we  can 2 

ge t  somebody  new?  I t ' s  on ly  March .   We ' re  one  3 

month  pas t  h i s  exp i ra t ion .  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Do  you  wan t  tha t  5 

i n  wr i t i ng  o r  do  you  wan t  h im  to  come down here?  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  t h ink  - -  7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     We  th ink  - -  I 'm 8 

so r ry .   No t  to  cu t  you  o f f ,  Leg is la to r  Jaco bs.   9 

 We need h im to  come down.   I t ' s  ve ry  10 

c lea r  tha t ,  t ha t  - -  and I  unders tand  tha t  t h is  i s  11 

work  Mr .  Leventha l  has  done a l ready .   I  12 

unders tand  tha t .   I 'm su re  you  guys  w i l l  vo te  fo r  13 

i t  and  we ' l l  vo te  aga ins t  i t .    14 

 What  I 'm  say ing  is ,  to  me i t ' s  15 

unconsc ionab le  tha t  he re  we a re  in  March ,  h i s  16 

cont rac t  was  jus t  renewed in  February  2013 f o r  a  17 

go ing- fo rward  bas i s ,  t o  me  tha t  nobody  had 18 

know ledge - -  I  f ind  i t  hard  t o  be l ieve  tha t  19 

nobody  had  know ledge  o f  th is  go ing  back  to  when 20 

th is  agreemen t  wen t  in to  p lace  i n  January  2 012 .   21 

Bu t  be  tha t  as  i t  may.   We d idn ' t  know.   Bu t  now 22 

we  do know.   I  j us t  f i nd  i t  r ea l l y  hard  to  23 

be l i eve  tha t  knowing  th i s  in fo rmat ion  - -  i t ' s  no t  24 

l i ke  Mr .  Leventha l ' s  f i rm d id  someth ing  d i f f e ren t  25 
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on  a  case where  i t  wasn ' t  t i ed  to  an  e th ics  2 

board .   I t ' s  the  Suf fo lk  Coun ty  Board  o f  E t h ics ,  3 

and he re  we a re  - -  we ' re  abou t  to  do  a  cont r ac t  4 

w i th  the  Nassau  Coun ty  Board  o f  E th i cs .   Sh ame on 5 

us .   I f  i t  was  someth ing  e lse  tha t  he  go t  c aught  6 

up  i n  h i s  cou rse  o f  bus iness  I  can  unders ta nd.   7 

Bu t ,  wow.   To  ge t  caught  up  on  the  same exa c t  8 

th ing ,  wha t ' s  t he  chances  o f  t ha t?   On ly  in  9 

Nassau  County .   That 's  l i ke  a  one in  20 ,000  10 

poss ib i l i t y ,  and  we jus t  f ound  the  once cha nce  11 

where  i t  ac tua l l y  i s .   I t ' s  amaz ing  to  me t ha t  we 12 

ac tua l l y  do  th i s .  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I ’m go ing  to  end  14 

i t  w i th  th is  he re .   I  don ' t  rea l l y  know and  I  15 

don ' t  th ink  you  do  e i the r .   There  were  no  16 

a l lega t ions  f i l ed  aga ins t  Mr .  Leventha l ,  as  fa r  17 

as  Suf fo lk  Coun ty  was concerned.   I f  t he re  were ,  18 

then  i t ' s  sub jec t  to  rev iew.  19 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Le t ' s  be  fa i r .   20 

You ' re  r igh t .  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    He 's  go t  ano ther  22 

cont rac t  coming  up .  23 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Mr .  Leventha l  was 24 

no t  imp l ica ted  i n  the  grand ju ry  - -   25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    That ' s  r igh t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Bu t  t o  me,  wha t  3 

i t  a lso  to  be  fa i r ,  he  was  the  a t to rney  tha t  4 

represen ted  the  Board  o f  E th i cs ;  t ha t  we  ca n  a l l  5 

ag ree on .   To  me ,  to  b r i ng  h im in  to  do  the  same 6 

th ing  fo r  us ,  i t ' s  no t  about  wha t  he  d id ;  i t ' s  7 

what  he  d idn ' t  t e l l  them to  do .   Obv ious ly ,  they  8 

were  do ing  a  lo t  o f  s tu f f  tha t  was  ac tua l l y  9 

wrong.   Why wou ld  we  b r ing  i n  somebody  tha t ' s  10 

e i ther  go ing  to  no t  express  what  we shou ld  be  11 

do ing  co r rec t ly  ins tead o f  - -  I  don ' t  know.   I t  12 

j us t  seems l i ke  i t  cou ld  be  a  case  - -  I  don ' t  13 

know.  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    A t  t h i s  po in t  in  15 

t ime  I  t h ink  tha t  i t ' s  app rop r ia te  to  go  ah ead  16 

and vo te  on  the  i t em before  us .  17 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  tab l ing  th is  i tem 18 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  19 

 (Aye . )  20 

 Any  opposed?  21 

 (Nay . )  22 

 Now,  on  the  i tem i tse l f .    23 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  the  i t em say  aye .  24 

 (Aye . )  25 
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 Any  opposed?  2 

 (Nay . )  3 

 A l r i gh t .   Fou r  ayes  and th ree  nays .  4 

 Now,  a t  th is  po in t  I  t h ink  i t ' s  t ime  to  5 

take  a  mot ion  to  ad jou rn .  6 

 Mo t ion  by  Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  7 

Leg is la to r  Wa lke r .    8 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  ad journ ing  p lease 9 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  10 

 (Aye . )  11 

 Any  opposed?  12 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   13 

 Mo t ion  to  ad jou rn  passes .  14 

  (Whereupon ,  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  ad journed 15 

a t  6 :13  p .m. )  16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 
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C  E R T  I  F  I  C  A T  E  

 

 I ,  FRANK GRAY,  a  Shor thand  Repor te r  and 

No ta ry  Pub l i c  i n  and  fo r  t he  S ta te  o f  New Y ork ,  

do  hereby  s ta te :  

 THAT I  a t tended  a t  t he  t ime and p lace  above  

ment ioned and  took  s tenograph ic  reco rd  o f  t he  

p roceed ings  i n  the  above-ent i t led  ma t te r ;  

 THAT the  fo rego ing  t ranscr ip t  i s  a  t rue  and  

accu ra te  t ransc r ip t  o f  t he  same and the  who le  

thereo f ,  acco rd ing  to  the  bes t  o f  my  ab i l i t y  and  

be l i e f .  

 IN  WITNESS WHEREOF,  I  have  he reunto  se t  my 

hand  th i s  1s t  day  o f  Apr i l ,  2013 .  

 

 

    __________ _________________  

     FRANK GRAY 

 

 

 

 

 


