Patrick G. Duggan,
Deputy County Executive

Welcome to the inaugural issue of the
OHIA Newsletter! Here we will periodi-
cally highlight the accomplishments of the
members of the Nassau Urban County
Consortium, discuss topics relevant to
our members, and cover recent issues
involving the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development's Consolidated
Programs, which are: the Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG), the
HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME),
the American Dream Down Payment
Initiative (ADDI), the Emergency Shelter
Grants (ESG), and the Housing for Per-
sons With AIDS (HOPWA) Programs.

We at OHIA hope you find this a useful
and informative source of information and
ideas.
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Using CDBG Funds to Enhance Your Downtown

Sprawl and disinvestment have
negatively impacted many of
the traditional downtowns in
Nassau County. Numerous
communities have turned to the
Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) Program to fund a
varied number of projects di-
rected toward revitalizing local
shopping areas. The hoped for
benefits include the restoration
of a robust business community
that meets the needs of its
residents, a stronger local tax
base, and nearby entertainment
opportunities. With the recent
surge in gas prices, Nassau
residents may be looking for
shopping opportunities that are
closer to home. Revitalized
downtowns meet all of these
goals. Additionally, when busi-
nesses are economically strong
they are better able to contrib-
ute to the local civic and sports
organizations. In short, a vital
downtown is essential for a
community’s sustainable quality
of life.

The Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) Program,
begun in 1974 and funded by
the U.S. Department of Housing

Village of Westbury’s Downtown

The Village of Westbury has
been targeting the bulk of its
CDBG resources to its ongoing
downtown revitalization efforts.
Led by Village Clerk Tom Savino
and Mayor Ernest Strada, the
Village has seen a revival as
displayed by the video “Rebirth
of a Downtown: Westbury Vil-
lage 1999-2007” (see the
video at the Village's website:
www.VillageofWestbury.org ).
Approximately $1.9 million in
Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) funds has as-
sisted the Village in completing
downtown streetscape im-

provements along its down-
town core of Post Avenue north
of the LIRR Station. Improve-
ments include decorative brick
pavers, ornate street lighting,
benches and trash receptacles
as well as enhanced signage
directing shoppers to parking
fields located behind the
stores. The work was aided by
a NYS Main Street grant of
$200,000 in 2005 as well as
by Nassau County Community
Revitalization Program funds
from Legislators Richard
Nicolello and Roger Corbin.

In April 2007 the Village offi-

and Urban Development, is a
very flexible program that can
be used by local municipalities
to address many of its commu-
nity development needs. While
many activities focused on im-
proving local downtowns are
eligible under the Program, the
requirement that all activities
must also meet a “national
objective” of the Program
means that not all activities can
be undertaken in all communi-
ties. Because “downtown revi-
talization” activities are gener-
ally seen to benefit the entire
community serviced by the
downtown, only those communi-
ties that meet HUD census cri-
teria can fund such activities.
However, even with this restric-
tion many local communities
have benefited from the use of
CDBG funds in their down-
towns. If you are uncertain
whether your community in-
cludes an eligible area under
these categories, contact your
local community development
representative at OHIA.

Obviously, the first step in un-
dertaking a downtown improve-
ment project is to make an as-

cially opened and dedicated
The Westbury Village Square, a
beautiful piazza complete with
a stone waterfall on the site of
what was a blighted former gas
station. CDBG funds aided in
the acquisition and cleanup of
the area.

Working with its Business Im-
provement District, Westbury
has been able to offer its busi-
ness owners funding for facade
Improvements which have
transformed the look of Post
Ave. About 100 storefronts
have benefited from the pro-
gram.

sessment of the strengths and
weaknesses of the district and
to develop a plan to build on
the strengths and address the
identified weaknesses. It is
important to realize that what
works in one location will not
necessarily work in another.
Individual plans that target local
needs are essential. CDBG
funds can be used for general
planning activities (subject to
the cap on planning and admin-
istrative costs) and for project
design costs.

On the infrastructure side,
CDBG funds can be utilized to
acquire property to be used for
a municipal purpose such as
parking, which is cited as a
need in most older downtowns.
Funds can also be used for the
clearance of such properties
and the design and construc-
tion of parking facilities serving
a local shopping district. CDBG
funding has recently been allo-
cated toward such projects in
the hamlet of Oyster Bay and
the Villages of East Rockaway,
and Cedarhurst. Many commu-

Continued on Page 4

The result has been the at-
traction of private dollars to
Westbury to develop market
rate housing located on or
just off Post Avenue. The
infusion of more than 220
units of housing in the area
has added additional shop-
pers and vitality to the heart
of Westbury.




Village of Freeport
Downtown Revitalization

The Village of Freeport’s Central
Business District has been the
focus of revitalization activity
for many years in accordance

with their General Neighbor-
hood Renewal Plan. CDBG
funds have been allocated

yearly in conjunction with other
leveraged state and federal
grants to complete approxi-
mately 50 commercial facades.
This ambitious commercial fa-
¢cade program continues to be a
main priority and has provided
loan funding totaling approxi-
mately $800,000.00 since
1999 and is administered by

Community Development Cor-
poration of Long Island (CDCLI).
Freeport has also implemented
a streetscape improvement
initiative on South Main St. and
Guy Lombardo Ave. Additional
streetscape improvements are
in the works along with a contin-
ued tree planting program to
further beautify the village.
These varied downtown revitali-
zation projects have proven to
enhance the aesthetic appeal
of the downtown area towards
the end of increased economic
development.

Office of Housing and Intergovernmental Affairs
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Village of Freeport commercial fagade improvements

For more information please visit

Restore New York Communities Initiative

The Empire State Develop-
ment Corporation's Restore
New York Communities Initia-
tive has awarded more than
$7 million for redevelopment
projects on Long Island. Re-
store NY funds municipally-
sponsored projects for the
demolition, deconstruction,
rehabilitation or reconstruction
of vacant or obsolete struc-
tures. Our communities are
leveraging these resources
with CDBG funding to under-
take comprehensive commu-
nity revitalization projects.

The largest grant of $2.5 mil-

lion, was awarded to the
Town of Hempstead for the
revitalization of a three acre
site at the intersection of
Hempstead Turnpike and
Elmont Road. The Village of
Freeport received funds in
the amount of $1.7 million to
continue the revitalization of
Sunrise Hwy, including a
210,000 square foot, mixed
use building and approxi-
mately 200 housing units.
The Village of Hempstead
received $585,000 to im-
prove several buildings on
the Main Street shopping

area and the City of Glen Cove
was awarded funds ($695,000)
to build a ferry terminal as part
of their waterfront revitalization

www.empire.state.ny.us

project. In Suffolk County, Hunt-
ington Town was awarded $1.6
million for rehabilitation pur-
poses in Huntington Station.

Argo Theatre Urban Renewal Area

Nassau County Visioning Program

County Executive Suozzi, after a series of town-hall meetings, devel-
oped Nassau County’s 10-Point Plan for Economic Development -
“New Suburbia”. Pursuant to this plan, the Nassau County Visioning
Program was borne where grants are allocated to targeted munici-
palities to cultivate public participation and consensus building for
local improvement projects.

Visioning projects are slated for the Village of Freeport, City of Glen
Cove, Town of Hempstead (Elmont, Inwood, Baldwin and Roosevelt),
Village of Hempstead, and the Town of North Hempstead (New Cas-

sel, Great Neck Peninsula).

Currently, the EImont Visioning Project funded jointly by Nassau

Continued on Page 4
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New Downtown Hempstead

Nassau County is assisting the
Village of Hempstead with its
revitalization efforts through a
$3 million investment initiative
for the revitalization of Franklin
Avenue in the Village of Hemp-
stead’s downtown.

“The Village of Hempstead has
many assets: it is a major public
transportation center with rail
and bus terminals, it has a large
downtown, and most impor-
tantly, it is centrally located.
These improvements will reflect
the pride of the residents of the
Village of Hempstead and help
spur economic activity”, said
County Executive  Thomas
Suozzi, in announcing the fund-
ing in early 2007.

“Improving the image and over-
all quality of life in the Village of
Hempstead is not only critical to
economic growth in the Village
and the Hub at large, it also
helps create the kind of com-
munity that we want our chil-
dren - and their children - to
grow up in,” said Mayor Wayne
Hall.

The plan calls for a new Frank-
lin Avenue streetscape, includ-
ing brick pavers, sidewalks,
decorative street lights,
benches, and trash cans. The
$3 million cost will be covered
by funding from Nassau
County’s Capital Project. Con-
struction began in Spring 2008,
following a series of public
meetings. Nassau County has
selected the firm of Urbitran
Associates, Inc. to provide de-
sign services. As part the
county’s “Community Environ-
ment Improvement” project, a
county-wide effort to beautify
specific areas throughout Nas-
sau County, the center median
of Peninsula Boulevard from
Franklin Avenue to President
Street will be upgraded. “Village
of Hempstead gateway” signs
welcoming visitors to downtown
Hempstead from northern and
southern approaches also will
be incorporated into the project.
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Entrance to the Village of Hempstead.

East Rockaway Improvements

East Rockaway continues its’ assertive agenda for down-
town revitalization with projects going forward to include addi-
tional storefront facades at the waterfront and streetscape pro-
grams along the Long Island Rail Road station at Davison Plaza
and Atlantic Avenue. Additionally the Village will seek to acquire
blighted properties to enhance additional downtown parking

availability. Adjacent to the

recently

renovated waterfront

promenade and along Main Street, several commercial rehabili-
tation projects were completed to include new store front fa-
cades and several blocks of streetscape improvements.

Village of New Hyde Park Restored

“New Hyde Park is a prime ex-
ample of best practices in
Downtown Revitalization,”
stated County Executive Suozzi.
“Through sound planning and
design, leveraging of a variety of
grant funding sources and
strong community support for
the project, they have success-
fully completed Phase | of an
ambitious downtown project.”

U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) Com-
munity Development Block
Grant Funds in excess of $1.5
million obtained through the
Nassau County Office of Hous-
ing and Intergovernmental Af-
fairs (OHIA) were utilized in the
project. In addition, the County
Legislature, on behalf of Rich-
ard Nicolello, contributed
$100,000 in CRP funds as well
as an additional grant from the

Town of North Hempstead,
Supervisor Jon Kaiman. Im-
provements include design,
engineering, and the installa-
tion of brick pavers, pocket
parks, decorative lighting,
benches, trash cans and plant-

ings of trees, flowers and
shrubs along Jericho Turnpike
between Ingraham Lane and
Hillside Boulevard.

This project is a laudable ex-
ample of a public-private part-
nership focused on achieving

the goals of “New Suburbia” -
revitalizing downtowns, ad-
dressing the needs of emerg-
ing minority communities, en-
couraging the redevelopment
of Brownfields properties and
developing the Nassau Hub.

New Cassel Revitalization

The New Cassel Revitalization Project has been the primary focus of the Town of North Hemp-
stead’s efforts utilizing community development block grant funds. Through a collaborative effort,
the hamlet now sees significant economic development activities which include seven mixed-
income, mixed-use developments in progress. An investment of Nassau County’s Community Devel-
opment Block Grant and HOME Investment Partnerships Program, has leveraged over $60 million
in new investment in the community. With a million dollar investment of Federal funds from Sena-
tor Hillary Clinton and Rep. Carolyn McCarthy, New Cassel is well on its way to a genuine rebirth.
The redevelopment project began with a community visioning process that included the entire New
Cassel community. In addition to streetscape improvements and traffic calming enhancements,
the Prospect Avenue developments will include over 238 units of housing and commercial space
that includes a bank, a pharmacy, a supermarket and other important community amenities. In
particular, a 46,151 square foot site, known as the “Gateway to New Cassel” boasts the develop-

ment of a mixed-use building overlooking a 4,500 sq. ft. park.
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USing CBDG Funds continued from Page 1

nities have also taken advan-
tage of the Program to under-
take streetscape improvement
projects that include the installa-
tion of brick pavers, decorative
street lighting, strategically
placed benches and trash recep-
tacles. Taking a walk down Jeri-
cho Turnpike in Mineola and
New Hyde Park will provide vis-
ual evidence of how a downtown
can be enlivened through such
efforts.

The appearance of local busi-
nesses serving the downtown
can also be enhanced using the
block grant program. Under the
Program, commercial facade
improvement is limited to the
exterior of the building. Many
main street shopping areas have
seen a dressing up of their
storefronts compliments of a
50/50 matching program
whereby the business owners

contribute to the physical
upgrade of their properties
with a matching grant of
CDBG funds. Funds can also
be provided as loans or even
grants in extreme cases. The
OHIA has recently created a
list of qualified architects that
can assist in getting such
programs going in local down-
towns.

Lastly, CDBG funds can be
used to finance economic
development loans directly to
businesses either locating to
or expanding in a local down-
town. A well-developed pro-
gram can be used to attract
the right mix of stores to keep
a downtown alive.

For advice on how to best use
the CDBG Program in your
community, please contact
your local CD representative
at OHIA.

The Vision for a New Suburbia
wvesting tn Our Future

Deputy County Executive Patrick G. Duggan
Director Rosemary A. Olsen

Technical Director Kevin J. Crean
40 Main Street, 3rd Floor, Hempstead, NY 11550

Telephone: 516-572-1915  Fax 516-572-1938
We’re on the Web:
www.nassaucountyny.gov/agencies/OHIA/index.html

Nassau County Visioning

County and the Town of Hempstead is targeting Hempstead Turn-
pike from the Queens border to the Franklin Square border. Three
education workshops, a charrette weekend and a community pres-
entation were carried out with the hopes of creating
a community-supported plan to implement future improvement
projects.

Glen Cove’s Community Vision Project is targeting areas adjacent
to the downtown. These include: linking communities surrounding
the Cedar Swamp area; exploring transit development by the Glen
St. train station; improving public transit connections and usage;
and creating workforce/affordable housing by the train station.
The other community visioning initiatives are in the planning
stages and will be highlighted in future issues.

Continued from Page 2




	Using CDBG Funds to Enhance Your Downtown

	Office of Housing and  Intergovernmental  Affairs

	Nassau County

	newsletter

	June 2008	 Volume 1 Issue 1

	Village of Westbury’s Downtown 

	Restore New York Communities Initiative

	Page #

	Office of Housing and  Intergovernmental  Affairs

	Village of Freeport 

	Downtown Revitalization

	New Downtown Hempstead 

	Page #

	Volume 1  Issue  1

	Using CBDG Funds   continued from Page 1



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



